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Fourth suspect 


A fourth suspect is under 
arrest in connection with a 
shocking gang-related 
homicide that took place 
last year in Mississauga, 
prompting calls for greater 
surveillance on the region's 
highways. 

Investigators from Peel 
Police's Homicide and Miss- 
ing Persons Bureau an- 
nounced this week that 34 
year-old Justin Malcolm, of 
Brampton, was arrested and 
charged with first-degree 
murder in connection with 
the death of Stouffville resi- 
dent Mario Ibrahim, who 
was shot and killed while 
sitting in a vehicle outside a 


condo in the’ Burn- 
hamthorpe Road and Con- 
federation Parkway area on 
Oct. 22, 2019. The shooting 
came two days after Ibrahim 
and a friend were shot at 
while driving on Highway 
401 near Highway 427, in 
what Peel Police later de- 


scribed as a “targeted 
killing.” 
Several suspects, who 


were also linked to a rob- 
bery in an adult entertain- 
ment club, were arrested 
and charged with Ibrahim’s 
murder. 

Brandon Drakes-Simon, of 
Mississauga, was later ar- 
rested on Dec. 4 and 


nabbed in connection 
with 2019 murder 


Brampton man Justin Malcolm (right) has been arrested and charged in connection with the Oct. 22, 2019 death 
of Stouffville resident Mario Ibrahim, who was shot and killed while sitting in a car outside a condo complex in the 
Mississauga City Centre. Authorities announced Malcolm and fellow suspect Jason Williams’ arrest this week. 


charged in connection with 


Ibrahim’s death, while 24 } 


Winter Lights 


year-old Melnee Christian, 
of Mississauga, was arrested 
with help from the Calgary 
Police Service. Police later 
stated that Drakes-Simon 
was the one who _ shot 
Ibrahim. 

Investigators also believed 
that the case was connected 
to a separate incident that 


occurred on Oct. 9, 2019, | 


when the same SUV used in 
the homicide was spotted at 
a strip club located in the 
Invader Crescent area. 
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Peel in the red as COVID-19 case counts spike to new highs 


by Alex Gregory 


The choice is clear 
- adapt to new 
guidelines or face an 
even worse situation 
as COVID-19 case 
counts spike in Peel. 

That was the stark 
message delivered 
by municipal repre- 
sentatives this past 
week, as Peel 
reached a_ record 
high number of one 
day confirmed cases, 
surpassing Toronto 
on Wednesday as 
the largest driver of 
the virus. 

The region cur- 
rently sits in the 
“Red (Restrict)” 
level of the 
province’s COVID- 
19 framework, un- 
veiled earlier this 
month, and restau- 
rants, bars and gyms 
face additional re- 
strictions as public 
health officials and 


medical units at 
local hospital strug- 
gle to avoid a “dire 
situation” with hos- 
pitals unable to see 
patients. 

“The virus is fully 
unleashed,” Missis- 
sauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie said in a 
stark press confer- 
ence, urging resi- 
dents to _ follow 
public health guide- 
lines and referring to 
additional measures 
suggested by the re- 
gion’s Chief Medical 
Officer of Health, 
Dr. Lawrence Loh, 
this past weekend. 

Since September, 
COVID-19 test posi- 
tivity rates have 
steadily crept up- 
wards, with recent 
weekly rates of test- 
ing showing positiv- 
ity at two-to-three 
times the provincial 


average. 

Noting that 
provincial directives 
didn’t go far enough, 
Peel Public Health 
introduced —_addi- 
tional measures, in- 
cluding a request to 
limit travel to only 
essential needs and 
not socializing with 
members _ outside 
one’s household. 

Elective surgeries 
at some local hospi- 
tals, such as Bramp- 
ton Civic, have also 
been cancelled, with 
William Osler 
Health System rep- 
resentatives explain- 
ing that they are 
near capacity in their 
COVID-19 isolation 
wards, and in danger 
of being forced to 
turn patients away. 

“These directives 
are strict, but they 
are what is needed to 


keep people in Peel 
working and learn- 
ing, and able to ac- 
cess food, medical 
care and the basics 
of everyday life,” 


Loh said on Satur- 
day. 
The measures 


allow local authori- 
ties to take a “tai- 
lored approach” to 
the situation on the 
ground in Peel, said 
Crombie, who also 
acknowledged the 
impact the pan- 
demic has had on 
businesses that were 
expecting to increase 
their indoor seating 
under the provincial 
“Orange (Restrict)” 
level. 

"To all our small 
business owners, I'm 
sorry you weren't 
able to reopen to the 
degree you antici- 
pated," said Crom- 


bie, who indicated 
that owners were 


"blindsided" by the 


provincial an- 
nouncement. 

Under the current 
restrictions, bars 


and restaurants can 
serve up to 10 people 
indoors and gyms 
can reopen with a 
maximum of 50 peo- 
ple per facility. 

The situation re- 
quires residents to 
be more vigilant 
than ever to protect 
their local hospitals, 
said Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson. 

“Our most urgent 
priority right now is 
to reduce the spread 
of the COVID-19 
virus in our commu- 
nity to prevent even 
stricter lockdown 
measures, which no- 


body 
Thompson 


Wednesday. 

Local MPPs in 
Brampton also took 
the province to task 
this week over their 
decision to empha- 
size existing testing 
facilities instead of 
committing addi- 
tional resources to 
fight the virus. 

“Our community is 
in crisis. We need 
more resources, not 
press releases that 
make the govern- 
ment look like 
they're doing more 
than they actually 
are,” said Brampton 
North MPP Kevin 
Yarde, who was 
present with several 
members of the On- 
tario NDP caucus to 
demand _ additional 
testing centres and 
support structures in 
the city. 


Council approves outdoor patios Suspect who s iked drink 
arrested by police 


through 2021 


Patio season just got a 
lot longer. 

Mississauga councillors 
approved the extension of 
a temporary patio pro- 
gram at Wednesday’s reg- 
ular council meeting, 
with the aim of giving 
local restaurants and bars 
a lifeline during the ongo- 
oe pandemic. 

The extended Tempo- 
rary Use By-Law allows 
restaurants and bars to 
continue serving food and 
beverages on outdoor pa- 
tios through the winter 
and into the new year. 
The extension allows 
local establishments to 
take advantage of out- 
door patios through the 
end of 2021. 

“This is a vital step to 
help our restaurants get 
through the next year,” 


said Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. “By permitting busi- 
nesses to continue to 
operate their temporar 
outdoor patios, and al- 
lowing temporary out- 
door tents and heating 
devices, restaurants can 
continue to serve cus- 
tomers through all types 
of weather while also ad- 
hering to all COVID-19 
health and safety proto- 
cols.” 

As part of the exten- 
sion, restaurants and 
bars can also install tem- 
porary tents/covered 
areas and heating devices 


as part of their patios, in 
accordance with provin- 
cial and local regula- 


tions, to ensure they can 
continue to serve patrons 
during the winter 
months. 


Police are looking for addi- 
tional leads after a man at- 
tempted to spike his date’s 
drink during an incident in 
Mississauga last month. 

11 Division’s Criminal Inves- 
tigations Bureau said the sus- 
pect was arrested’ in 
connection with an incident 
that took place on Oct. 22 at a 
restaurant in Mississauga’s 
City Centre area, when a wait- 
ress witnessed the suspect 
pouring a substance into his 
date’s drink when she left to 
use the restroom during their 
dinner. 

The waitress alerted the vic- 
tim, and the suspect fled in a 
2016 Porsche with a personal- 
ized licence plate. 

The suspect, 51 year-old 
Tariq Nawaz, of Mississauga, 
was later arrested and 
charged with one count of ad- 
ministering a noxious sub- 
stance, and breach _ of 


recognizance. He will appear 
in Brampton court on Jan. 8, 
2021 to answer to the charges. 

Authorities believe there 
may be other victims in the 
case, and are asking residents 
who recognize the suspect to 
call police at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1133. 
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Conservation group sounds alarm on 
provincial planning act 


Proposed changes to a 
provincial planning act 
would jeopardize the effec- 
tiveness of local conserva- 


tion authorities, Credit 
Valley Conservation said 
Wednesday. 


The conservation group 
said that after reviewing 
proposed changes to the 
Conservation Authorities 
and Planning Act outlined 
by the province in their 
Nov. 5 official budget, the 
amendments would jeop- 
ardize the ability of conser- 
vation groups to manage 
lands containing natural 
hazards and wetlands, and 
give the Minister of Natural 
Resources and Forestry the 
ability to override and de- 
cide a development permit 
application in place of a 
conservation authority 

“Since 1956, Ontario’s 
conservation authorities 
have defined and defended 


the floodplains to ensure 
public safety and property 
protection, often on behalf 
of our municipal partners, 
using a variety of tools 
present in the Conservation 
Authorities Act and Plan- 
ning Act CVE said 
Wednesday evening. “Re- 
moving some of these tools 
from our toolbox may allow 
individuals to circumvent 
checks and balances that 
exist to ensure the safe de- 
velopment of communities 
and the protection of sensi- 
tive environmental fea- 
tures.” 

The conservation author- 
ity said it will be urging mu- 
nicipal partners, residents 
and supporters to Premier 
Doug Ford and local MPPs 
over the next week to ask 
that they address their con- 
cernse before the bill is en- 
acted. 


Police searching for 
sex assault suspect 


Police are look- 
ing for leads in 
connection with a 
violent sexual as- 
sault at a south 
Mississauga hotel 
last month. 

The  investiga- 
tion began after a 
victim contacted 
police on Oct. 8 
around 5 a.m., 
and reported that 
she had been as- 
saulted by a sus- 
pect while staying 
as a guest in a 
hotel in the south- 
east part of the 
city. According to 


the victim, the 
suspect bran- 
dished a_ knife 


during the attack. 
The victim was 
also forced to give 
the suspect money 
from her room. 


Afterwards, the 
suspect fled in a 
dark-coloured 
sports utility vehi- 
cle. 

The suspect in 
this violent attack 
is described as 
male Black, in his 
30’s, six feet tall, 
muscular, with 
brown eyes, black 
hair and a full 
beard. 

At the time of 
the attack, the 
suspect was wear- 
ing a black puffy 
jacket, a black 
shirt, and beige 
pants. 

Residents who 
know more about 
the incident are 
asked to call po- 
lice at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3460. 


Ontario NDP roll out affordable housing plan for Peel 


by Clover Sterling 


The Ontario NDP 
pitched a 10-year 
plan this week in a 


bid to bring more need, 


tight conditions — 
renting a smaller 
space than they 
or maybe 


2015, with neigh- 
bourhoods in 
Brampton and 
Mississauga expe- 


affordable housing 
to families in Peel. 

NDP Leader An- 
drea Horwath said 
Tuesday that the 
new plan, which is 
aimed at first-time 
buyers in the re- 
gion, would pro- 
vide a cash-down 
payment to those 
looking to buy a 
new home, via an 
incentive program 
that would allow 
families with 
household incomes 
below $200,000 to 
access home equity 
loans of up to 10 
per cent. 

The new plan 
could be gravy for 
local families, as 
the NDP spools up 
their campaign 
promises in ad- 
vance of the 2022 
provincial _ elec- 
tions. 

“Many families in 


Digital Newspaper Bae ea 


even a place that is 
in some disrepair, 
because they can’t 
afford a home that 
can accommodate 
their growing or 
multi-generational 
family,” Horwath 
said during an on- 
line press confer- 
ence Tuesday. 
“They save and 
save for a home, 
and it’s still not 
enough to find a 
decent place they 
can afford in the 
community they 
love. They are 
priced out of the 
neighbourhood, 
forced to move 
away from family.” 
In total, the party 
would seek to bring 
69,000 new afford- 
able homes in the 
region. Currently, 
house prices in the 
GTA have soared 
by more than 50 
per cent since 


riencing demand 
that has outripped 
supply. 

Under the plan, 
first time home 
buyers who access 
home equity loans 
of up to 10 per cent 
of the value would 
have the option of 
buying back the 
government’s 
share or repaying 
the loan if they 
move out and sell 
their home, Hor- 
wath explained. 

In addition, a 
new Residents 
Rights Act will be 
implemented to 
make it affordable 
for landlords to 
convert unused 
spaces in there 
home into an af- 
fordable rental 
space for resi- 
dence, allowing the 
landlord to gain an 
extra income. 


Brampton _resi- 


—o- 


dent Sukhdeep 
Dhillon said during 
the announcement 
that the region's 
housing market is 
currently "unaf- 
fordable," and that 
even gathering the 
down payment for 
a house was prov- 
ing to be a struggle. 

“Earlier this year, 
I was looking to 
purchase a house 
in Brampton so I 
could be ready to 
begin my family 
life when my wife 
moved here," said 
Dhillon. 

"T quickly realized 
that on one salary 
alone it’s extremely 
hard to purchase a 
house in Bramp- 
ton. I am now up- 
grading my skills 
and education to 
get a better job be- 
cause it is clear to 
me that only with a 
high paying job will 
I be able to afford 
to live in Bramp- 
ton." 

The party plans 


to fund the operat- 
ing cost of up to 
$300 million, with 
$240 million of 
that amount ear- 
marked for rent 
subsidies for 
311,000 __ house- 
holds, along with 
$50 million to fund 
30,000 supportive 
housing spaces. 
“Finding a good 
home you can af- 
ford has been get- 
ting harder and 
harder for families 
for decades, espe- 
cially for people 
looking for multi- 
generation homes, 
or homes with a 
built-in rental for 
extra income,” said 
Horwath. “Govern- 
ment after govern- 
ment has’ been 
making rules that 
help corporations 
and billionaires 
snatch up proper- 
ties, leaving every- 


one else to 
compete over 
what’s left.” 
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Current restrictions not enough as Peel faces second wave 


Alex 
Gregory 


“A house made out 
of tissue paper” is the 
best way to describe 
the current restric- 
tions introduced in 
Peel this past week- 


end. 

With the region 
currently in the “red 
zone” when it comes 
to COVID-19 restric- 
tions, it’s clear to me 
that there still isn’t 
enough being done to 

rotect residents 

rom the virus. 

Let me be clear 
when I say this: it’s 
not the fault of any 
one party, not the Re- 
gion, not municipal 
governments, nor the 
province, that the sit- 
uation has escalated 
in this fashion. 

We've had seven 
months to come to 
grips with this virus, 
an et, we have 
completely normal- 
ized a system of... to 
put it bluntly, apathy 
regarding the ongo- 
ing distancing direc- 
tives, leading to 
confusing, contradic- 
tory and just plain ig- 
norant behaviour 
from people who 


A 


l 4 


don’t know any bet- 
ter. 

Walk into a super- 
market and watch as 
people stand on the 
mandated distancing 
markers, only to 
crowd up at doors 
and in aisles, walking 
in clumps past each 
other like a game of 
Tetris where the 
pieces don’t fit. 

Stand inside Square 
One Shopping Centre 
for an hour and 
watch as_ people 
stand around and eat 
food, even after walk- 
ing past blatant signs 
telling them that the 
food court is closed 
and to take food and 
drink outside to limit 
potential spread, 
while others pull 
down their masks 
while having conver- 
sations with their 
friends and family, 
presumably because 
the act of merely lis- 
tening to someone 
without reading their 
lips is too difficult. 

Watch and observe 
as crowds of people, 
motivated by unrea- 
sonably-warm No- 
vember weather, 


pack the downtown 
cores in Brampton 
and Mississauga — 
how do you limit po- 
tential spread of the 
virus when there are 


literal crowds of peo- 
ple walking past each 
other at the Port 
Credit Marina or the 
Garden Square? 

Our local govern- 
ments have seen the 
frustration and pain 
on both residents and 
local business own- 
ers, and are still 
struggling to stay on 
top of rising case 
counts. 

Peel Region’s Chief 
Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Lawrence 
Loh, even stated last 
week that Peel Public 
Health has run into 
sustained challenges 
trying to call people 
who may have been 
exposed to the virus, 
simply because they 
refuse to answer in- 
coming calls. 

You've already seen 
the damage it’s 
caused — not just the 
human toll, but the 
impact on small- and 
medium-sized busi- 
nesses, who are being 
torn asunder as the 
pandemic _ lurches 
into its eighth month, 
undeterred by bank- 
yes: closures, 
ballooning federal 
and rovincial 
deficits and layoffs. 

How much more is 
it going to take? 

As we saw in Italy 
earlier this year, the 


HOSPITAL LOTTERY 


virus ran rampant 
through towns and 
cities, causing untold 
sorrow for families 
torn apart by an in- 
visible virus. 

We saw the videos 
of patients hooked up 
to ventilators, gasp- 
ing for life in eerily- 
quiet hospital wards. 
The confusion of peo- 
ple who were robbed 
of chances to say 

oodbye to their 

oved ones or to hold 

a proper funeral. The 
horror of ordinary in- 
dividuals begging for 
military help after 
their loved ones died 
at home from the 
virus. 

Irealize that’s a 
nightmarish sce- 
nario, but we are 
quickly oe to the 
point where our hos- 
hae system may be 

acing the same situ- 
ation. 

Anthony Dale, the 
president of the On- 
tario Hospital Associ- 
ation, made the same 
stark comparison 
when he called Peel’s 
decision to reopen in 
the “Red” COVID-19 


framework level 
“reckless,” citin 
William Osler Healt 


System’s critical ca- 
pacity shortage at 
Brampton Civic Hos- 
pital. 


“The situation is 
precarious and frag- 
ile and a major surge 
in COVID patients 
would greatly desta- 
bilize William Osler’s 
operations,” said 
Dale last Friday. 
“We're in a situation 
where the circum- 
stances could change 
very quickly... and we 
may have the illusion 
of control, but all of 
the jurisdictions in 
the world that have 
made that assump- 
tion have paid a 
price.” 

I ask you again — 
how much more is it 
going to take? 

Your friends dying 
of a virus you may 
not even know you 
have? A hospital sys- 
tem that has already 
strained under the 
a of months of 
backlogs finally cra- 
tering in on itself? 
The places you relied 
on to purchase your 

oods and services 

ecoming a_ waste- 
land? 

It’s very rare that I 
speak so openly and 
candidly to a mass 
audience, especially 
within the scope of a 
newspaper, but I feel 
that we are on the 
precipice of a bad sit- 
uation. 


It seems that there 
is still a not-insignifi- 
cant portion of the 
population whose 
eyes have glazed over 
regarding the endless 
COVID-19 case count 
announcements, 
shifting back-and- 
forth lockdowns and 
urge to “get back to 
normal,” while not 
realizing that there is 
nothing normal 
about this situation, 


months. 

The whole situation 
reminds me of a 
poem noted author 
and former NHL 
goaltender Ken Dry- 
den wrote back in 
March, at the onset of 
the pandemic, which 
states, “We can read 
what we want to read, 
Believe what we want 
to believe, Hope what 
we want to hope, Say 
what we want to say... 
We can want what we 
want, Do what we 
want, COVID-19 is 
not impressed.” 

Itis up to all of us to 
protect each other, 
protect ourselves and 

rotect our region 

rom something 
much worse by fol- 
lowing the directives. 

The choice has 
never been so clear. 
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damage in its path mixed bag socially. had an impact on may not be able to _forces' racist actions 
the US. anditsrela. Racism and ho- our economy. wipe out the racism or advocate hate 
tionship with other mophobia have _But I also do not 
nations may never ONCe . again ap- doubt that this no- 
fully be restored peared publicly, and tion doesn't apply 
after Hurricane -Jtump's unfortu- when it comes to 

nate comments the 2020 American 


Trump. It will take 
months and years to 
sort out the conse- 


| PDN November 12, 2020_Layout 1 11/12/2020 2:53 PM Page 7 


Nov. 12, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 7 


changed... well, the 
economy is still 


about the fairer sex 
has finally made 
women even more 


Americans are 
rapidly abandoning 


elections. 
This is because 
Trump seems to be 


tae everybody fragmented in social the darkest spot in 
knows that changes equality. America's charac- 
in governments do Internationally, ter. Whether he 
not bring significant America has also started or sanc- 
changes to the sys- had troubles. tioned it, the coun- 
tem of that country. Trump has saidthat try was separating 
Since the election of OUr..words are relief-seeking moth- 


Donald Trump, the 
United States has 
changed less than 


worthless, whether 
for the wrong rea- 
sons or __ being 
squeezed out of 


ers from their in- 
fants, and 
threatening dictato- 
rial actions during 


Biden may or may 
not be able to do 


others carry it out 
openly around the 


Having all that in 
mind, I am not so 


we 


6 
‘a 
ah 


!} INVITATION 


Meet & Greet 
HAIRSTYLIST ANASTASIA 
to PERSONALIZE 

YOUR Hair Care Experience 


GTA MOBILE & LOCATIONS 
Hair Care, Cuts, Colours, Styles 
Product Recomendations, 
Facial Waxing, Ear Piercing 


HAIRSTYLIST 

25+ YEARS of Experience 
Serving Families & Individuals 
at their Homes & Workplaces! 
CUT | STYLE/SET | GO!GO!GO! 
Licensed | Insured | Services w/Receipt 


CURRENCY | CREDIT | DEBIT 
Net Billing Options Available 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Call or Text to book: 


(905) 783-3482 


ANASTASIA TOLIAS 
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PRESENTED BY 


Be] GROUP 


WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM FOUNDATION 
MUSIC TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


oh BENEFIT 
GALAconcerr 


HOSTED BY 


HOLMES 


NOVEMBER 20, 2020 - 7:00PM 
ONLINE AUCTION - OSLERCONCERT.CA - 905.863.2579 


HONOURING OUR HEALTH CARE HEROES 
BRAMPTON CIVIC - ETOBICOKE GENERAL - PEEL MEMORIAL 


‘, William Osler 
Cp ae ARMOUR WZ Osu Glee 


Pre haters Berks et 
FOUNDATION 
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Suspects nabbed in connection 
with 2019 murder 


Continued from Pg 1 


Police revealed 
earlier this week 
that Brampton resi- 
dents Jason 
Williams and Justin 
Malcolm, who au- 
thorities issued ar- 
rest warrants 
against, were ar- 
rested and charged 
in connection with 
the shooting. 
Williams was 
charged with at- 
tempted murder 
with attempted 
murder in connec- 
tion with the Oct. 
20, 2019 highway 
shooting incident. 

The shooting and 
associated fallout 


from a spate of 
gang-related inci- 
dents led municipal 
representatives to 
call for increased 
funding to combat 
violent crimes in 
Peel. 

The province 
would later commit 
$20.5 million in 
Jan. 2020 to spear- 
head a number of 
initiatives,including 
a plan to open a 
community police 
station in Missis- 
sauga's downtown 
core and additional 
CCTV cameras on 
busy _ transitways, 


including Highways 
403 and 410. 
Public safety is the 


number one priority 
of the force, said 
Peel Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah 
at the time of the 
announcement. 
"This provincial 
funding will sup- 
port our compre- 
hensive approach to 
mitigating and end- 
ing gun andgang vi- 
olence, ” 
Duraiappah - said. 
“We look forward to 
enhancing our re- 
sponse to this seri- 
ous risk in our 
community." 
Reports of gang 
warfare, shootings 
and other major 
crimes have domi- 
nated news head- 


lines over the past 
year, with local 
communities calling 
for greater support 


in the wake of tragic 
events. 
Malcolm and 


Williams were held 
for a bail hearing 
and appeared in 
Brampton court on 
Wednesday morn- 
ing to answer to the 
charges. 

Anyone with in- 
formation in rela- 
tion to the incidents 
is asked to call in- 
vestigators from the 
Homicide and Miss- 
ing Persons Bureau 
at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 

- With PWN Files 


THE COMPASS 


KHEKHEHE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


Driver charged in fatal 
Orangeville crash 


A 28 year-old 
Brampton truck 
driver has been 
charged in a 
fatal crash that 
took place just 
south of Or- 
angeville _ this 
past summer. 

The crash, 
which claimed 
the life of 50 
year-old Cale- 
don resident Pa- 
tricia Lopez, 
occurred on 
Aug. 19 on High- 
way 10. near 
Olde Base Line, 
when her vehicle 
was struck ey a 
dump truck that 


was _ travelling 
south on _ the 
road. 

An _investiga- 
tion later re- 
vealed that 
Lopez’s sedan 
was _ travelling 
east on Olde 


Base Line, and 


was _ hit by the 
truck at an in- 
tersection. 

UW jlk ara im 
Sandhu, of 
Brampton, was 
later charged 
with one count 
of careless driv- 
ing causing 
death. 

Sandhu is due 
in Caledon court 
on Feb. 22 to 
answer to the 
charges. 

The fatal colli- 
sion prompted 
Caledon council 
to formally re- 
quest the instal- 
lation of a 
red-light camera 
at the corner of 
Highway 10 and 
Olite Base Line 
by early next 
peat to stop col- 
isions and im- 
Pp Yr 6 WV € 
community 
safety. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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Headwaters Arts Gallery 


Artists: 


Karen Brown, Amy Brown Coleman, Erica Campitelli, Marnie Cooke, 

Marj Dennis, Helen Duplassie, Michelle Hudson, Debra Jones, 

Jolanta Jung, Kim Kampen, Susan Kelly, Melissa Kristensen Smith, 

George Kuipers, Jennifer Massaroni, Rob McFarlane, Deb Menken, 

Rosemary Molesworth, Sherry Park, Deborah Powell, Ann Randeraad, Pont 
Kathleen Rodgers, Hildie Sausik, Steve Sestic, Kathryn Thomson GurFeR\o9 


C Headwaters / Alton Mill 
WHERE: Arts Gallery / Arts Centre 
Headwaters Arts Gallery 2 Qu 


in the Alton Mill Arts Centre, 519.943.1149 
1402 Queen St W., Alton eh HOURS _ 


- Headwaters Arts is a not-for-profit, volunteer-driven, membership 
<a organization. We serve as an umbrella multi-discipline arts organization 
Headwaters for the Headwaters region. Headwaters Arts exists to bring together HeadwatersArts.com 
a rt S artists and supporters to promote the development, appreciation, and 
enjoyment of all arts in the Hills of Headwaters. 


« Dufferin ) CENTRAL 
Thank you to our sponsors: Vetrayenr=) JAMES DICK D) . t % operators’ war COUNTIES 
y P ~tatneing Con Tere HE" CONSTRDGTION LINTED ead TOWN OF CALEDON ARSE TOURISM 
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Charges laid in fatal 


collision 

A 21 year-old 
Brampton resi- 
dent has been 
charged with 
multiple counts 
of careless driv- 
ing in connec- 
tion with a fatal 
collision that 
claimed the 
lives of three 
people in Mis- 


sissauga __ last 
month. 
Peel Police’s 


Major Collision 
Bureau said the 
incident took 
place on Oct. 8, 
around 7 a.m. 
in the Highway 
407 and 
McLaughlin 
Road area, 
when first re- 
sponders__re- 
sponded to a 
two-vehicle col- 
lision. 

As a= result, 
three Brampton 
residents, in- 
cluding 64 year- 
old Sukhwinder 
Puni, 19 year- 
old Parvinder 
Sadiorha and 


i = ° 


64 year-old 
Baldev —_ Puni, 
died in the col- 
lision, while 
five others were 
injured during 
the impact. 
Hapreet Ram- 
garhia, of 
Brampton, was 
charged on 
Nov. 3 with four 
counts of care- 
less driving 
causing bodily 
harm, and three 
counts of care- 
less driving 
causing death. 
Ramgarhia 
will appear in 
Brampton court 
on Feb. 4 to an- 


swer to. the 
charges. 
Residents with 
additional in- 
formation re- 
garding the 
collision are 


asked to call the 
Major Collision 
Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 


3710. 
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Community searches 
for missing 16 year-old 


Officers from the 
11 Division Crimi- 
nal Investigation 
Bureau are re- 


eal assis- 
tance from the 
communi as 


they search for a 
missing 16-year- 
old Mississauga 
teen. 

Malakhi Davis 
was last seen on 
foot near his resi- 
dence in the area 
of Burnhamthorpe 
Road West and 
Erin Mills Park- 
way, Mississauga, 
on Oct. 3 around 
12 a.m. 


Davis is de- 
scribed as Black, 6’ 
tall, medium 
build, brown eyes, 
with black hair in a 
short afro and 
black facial hair. 
He may also have 
his ears pierced 
and may have por- 
tions of his eye- 
brows shaved, 
police said. 

Anyone with in- 
formation on 
Davis’ where- 
abouts is asked to 
call 11 Division at 
(905) 453-3311, 
ext. 1133. 


uD 


Warren tapped as new Public 
Works Commissioner 


Andrea War- 
ren has been 
tapped as Acting 
Commissioner 
of Public Works 
for Peel while 
recruitment ef- 
forts commence, 
the region said 
in a statement 
Wednesday. 

In her new po- 
sition, Warren- 
will be 
responsible for 
overseeing the 
Region’s Public 
Works services. 
She currently 
serves as the 
General Man- 
ager of Peel 
Housing Corpo- 
ration. 

Previously, 
Warren was a 
member of the 
Public Works 
Leadership 
Team as the Di- 
rector of Devel- 
© j) wl © im tt 
Services. 

“Andrea is a 
seasoned leader 
with extensive 
experience in 


Climate Change Youth Challenge 


Calling youth 14-25 


= ooaoo 
x 
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© Oo © 


4%, Yo 
{ 
VOR 


mississauga.ca/ClimateChallenge 
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the Public 
Works _ sector. 
She has a deep 
understanding 
of the needs of 
the Peel com- 
munity, and is 
highly capable 
of ensuring our 
services remain 
reliable durin 

this time,” sai 

Janice Baker, 
the region’s 
Chief Adminis- 
trative Officer. 

Recruitment 
efforts for a per- 
manent replace- 
ment for the 
Commissioner 
of Public Works 
will begin im- 
mediately. 

In the interim, 
Janice Sheehy 
will be filling the 
role of Acting 
General Man- 
ager of Peel 
Housing Corpo- 
ration, in addi- 
tion to her role 
as the Commis- 


sioner of 
Human _ _-— Serv- 
ices. 


SZ mississauca 
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Eight Months In, Let’s Remember The Cost of COVID-19 


by Anne Thompson 


Today is November 
11. 

The day we all take 
a moment to re- 
member in grateful 
silence those who 
gave the ultimate 
price for our free- 
doms. 

But it also marks 
eight months since 
the World Health 
Organization 
(WHO) first made 
the proclamation 
that we were in a 
global pandemic. 

I would argue there 
will be few—if any— 
people around the 
world who have not 
been impacted by 
the — proclamation 
and the restrictions 
that followed. 

In those many 
months since, we 
have all had family, 
friends and loved 


ones who have 
passed—either from 
COVID, or other 


complications—and 
this pandemic has 
changed how we 
mourn, robbing us of 
the opportunities to 
gather before a pass- 
ing, or convening 


with family and 
friends to mourn af- 
terwards. 


The traditions and 
rituals that help us 
heal and navigate 
that journey of grief 
can’t happen right 
now, and in their ab- 
sence all of us are left 
feeling wanting and 
empty. 

Economic engines 
have been stalled 
and, sadly, there will 
be some commercial 
and _ fan-favourites 


that will not be able 
to survive the eco- 
nomic uncertainty. 

For that, we mourn 
as well. 

And then there are 
all the milestones, 
family _ gatherings 
and celebrations that 
just couldn’t—and 
didn’t—happen. 

Our family is no 
different than so 
many others. 

30 years of mar- 
riage. Came and 
went with no shared 
larger celebration to 
mark it. 

200 years since the 
first ancestors set- 
tled in this commu- 
nity; it came and 
went without the 
type of moment we 
had hoped to mark 
it. 

And, like so many 
others, family wed- 
dings postponed. In- 
cluding our 
daughters. 

And_ yet despite 
everything we and 
others have been 
doing, our Caledon 
community—and the 
Region of Peel we 
are part of—remain 

articularly —chal- 
enged right now. 

In fact, we are the 
hotspot of the coun- 
try. 
Last 
local 
reached 


week, our 
hospitals 
capacity, 


and in that spirit of 


mutual aid from 
medical facilities in 
surrounding com- 
munities, patients 
were transferred to 
other facilities. 

Last night on our 
Caledon COVID 


Town Hall, we 
learned patients 
were transferred out 
of province too. 

No matter who you 
are or what you do 
right now, it’s been a 
tough year and it is 
painfully obvious we 
are not through the 
dark tunnel. 

The worst may yet 
be ahead of us. 

Conversations 
about mental illness 
are more open in so- 
ciety today and we 
are encouraged to 
continually be mind- 
ful of those who are 
suffering. Clearly 
there will be many 
among us suffering. 
You can see that in 
the painful and 
sometimes angry so- 
cial media posts of 
some people. 

And so for them, I 
pray. 

I pray that every- 
one struggling can 
find the strength, 
support and services 
to help them navi- 
gate these’ very 
strange times. 

I pray for all our 
front line workers 
who are showing up 
each and every day 
to protect our com- 
munity. Our doctors, 
nurses, and the en- 
tire medical support 
teams in our com- 
munity. I cannot 
imagine how they 
are feeling. They 
have ha eight 
months of this, with 
arta many more 

efore them. And yet 
they show up each 
and every day. 

During a chat with 


CANADIAN SMALL BUSINESS WOMEN 
IN COLLABORATION WITH VOLITION 


PRESENTS 


a dear friend yester- 
day, she shared her 
concerns about her 
sister. A nurse. 
Newly retired in Jan- 
uary. A nurse who is 
now back on the 
front lines because 
that is what they do. 

They serve those in 
need and the con- 
cern in her sister’s 
voice is very real. 

As those of us who 
can hunker down do, 
I pray for all those 
who are keeping our 
communities going. 

Our grocery clerks. 
The truck drivers. 
Our farmers. The 
teachers and educa- 
tors who are nurtur- 
ing the young minds 
of our future. And all 
the countless others 
I have not men- 
tioned. 

I also want to offer 
a aye of thanks 
and gratitude to our 
community leaders. 

Because it is a 


thankless, and I be- 
lieve a very misun- 
derstood job. 


As I ride in the 
sidecar of my hus- 
band’s political ca- 
reer, I can and do see 
firsthand how the 
challenges of COVID 
affecting our com- 
munities affect him. 

The busy-ness of 
his role has certainly 
changed. No in-per- 
son meetings. No 
celebratory commu- 
nity events. The 
business of his role 
continues and he is 
every bit as busy—if 
not busier—in these 
very strange times. 
It’s just a very differ- 
ent busy. 

For my husband, 
others like him, and 
his community col- 
leagues each and 
every day they hear 
the problems of our 


businesses, our 
neighbours and our 
community. And 


they hear firsthand 
the reports from the 
medical profession- 
als who are making 
the health recom- 
mendations for our 


community. 

The decisions they 
are being asked to 
make are agonizing. 

There is no guaran- 
tees with this disease 
and so they make the 
best decisions they 
can based on the 
best recommenda- 
tions of the health 
professionals. 

No matter your po- 
litical or party 
stripes, does anyone 
really want to trade 
spots with our fed- 
eral, provincial or 
municipal leaders or 
the Medical Officers 
of Health? 

They are, after all, 
only human and 
each and every day 
they are wearing the 
weight of their jobs. 

And so let us all re- 
member to be kind 
and to pray for 
strength for every- 
one who is serving 
our communities in 
these unprecedented 
times. 
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Council endorses changes for provincial advocacy bill 


Mississauga has given the “thumbs- 
up” for new changes introduced to a 
provincial advocacy bill. 

The city’s regular General Committee 
meeting on Nov. 4 saw councillors re- 
ceive a set of reports from the city’s 
Planning and Building and Corporate 
Services regarding the economic im- 
pacts of Ontario’s Bill 197, the COVID- 
19 Economic Recovery Act. 

The new amendments to the Act, 
which were discussed by councillors, 
concern development charges, trans- 
portation infrastructure and municipal 
planning efforts, which municipalities 
fought to have changed after learning 
that it could potentially impact new de- 
velopments and infrastructure in mu- 
nicipalities throughout the province. 

The province listened to the changes 
requested by Mississauga and other 
major cities, said Commissioner of 
Planning and Building Andrew Whitte- 


Pek 


more. “The amendments to the Plan- 
ning Act in Bill 197 are generally posi- 
tive for Mississauga and largely a 
return to the status quo,” said Whitte- 
more after the meeting. 

“We are pleased to see that the new 
legislation maintains the existing pro- 
visions for parkland dedication, cash- 
in-lieu payments, and the alternative 
parkland rates. In addition, the new 
structure of a Community Benefit 
Charge provides us with flexibility to 
fund growth-related capital costs for 
services such as affordable housing, 
public art, community services, parking 
or other Council priorities.” 

The Bill also includes changes to the 
Development Charges Act, which dic- 
tates how fees are collected by the City 
for the development and redevelop- 
ment of land. 

“These amendments come as welcome 
news during this challenging year as we 


aa Lill living 


ee 


Location: 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Zest for Living 
Port Credit 


continue to feel the impacts of COVID- 
19 on Mississauga’s budget,” said Gary 
Kent, the city’s Commissioner of Cor- 
porate Services and Chief Financial Of- 
ficer. “Changes to the Development 
Charges Act eliminate the 10 per cent 
discount to soft services (libraries, 
parks and recreation). These were pre- 
viously proposed to be recovered 
through the Community Benefits 
Charge and are now fully recoverable 
through development charges. This 
moves us closer to the ideal that 
‘growth should pay for growth,’ but is 
still not an absolute.” 

The city said in a statement that a by- 
law will need to be developed in order 
to implement the Community Benefits 
Charge, and it is expected that the 
change will take place early next year in 
order coincide with updates to the city’s 
Development Charges by-law. 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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Business association rolls out new 
campaign to support local business 


Alocal business 
improvement asso- 
ciation has rolled out 
a new campaign to 
inspire local busi- 
nesses to stand to- 
gether in one of 
Mississauga’s 
busiest neighbour- 
hoods. 

The Port Credit 
BIA (Business Im- 
provement Associa- 
tion) unveiled their 


new campaign, 
“Businesses are Peo- 
ple,” last week, 
which includes an 
online video and 
profiles of local busi- 
ness owners. 
“During times of 
uncertainty, we 
must stand _ to- 
ether... behind each 
usiness is a face, a 
family. Businesses 
are people,” the BIA 


— 


= 


; BRAMPTON 


said in a statement 
on Friday. 

The campaign 
highlights the nu- 
merous challenges 
local business own- 
ers have _ faced, 
which includes low- 
ered revenue 
sources as the coun- 
try continues to 
grapple with the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

“Unfortunately, 


SL as 


blanket solutions are 
not enough. We 
need your support 
now, more than 
ever,” a_spokesper- 
son for the BIA said. 
A full list of busi- 
nesses profiled in 
the ad and more in- 
formation regarding 
the campaign can be 
accessed by visiting 
the BIA website at 
portcredit.com. 


2040 


URTURING. 
"NEIGHBOURHOODS 


Take a virtual walk of the Deerfield 
neighbourhood and share your thoughts 


Youth nabbed after cross- 


country child 
exploitation investigation 


A Mississauga 
youth is under ar- 
rest in connec- 
tion with a child 
exploitation in- 
vestigation, Peel 
Police revealed 
late last week. 

The _ suspect, 
who cannot be 
named due to the 
Youth Criminal 
Justice Act, was 
arrested after a 
crosss-country 
investigation be- 
tween the Royal 
Canadian 
Mounted Police 
and the F.B.I.’s 
Child Exploita- 
tion and Human 
Trafficking Task 
Force in the U.S. 

The investiga- 
tion stems from 
an incident ear- 
lier this year, in 
which the suspect 
hacked into pri- 
vate chat conver- 
sations on a 
popular online 
group meeting 
application and 
proceeded to 


stream offensive 
material. 

The investiga- 
tion revealed that 
the suspect lived 
in Mississauga, 
and the agencies 
worked together, 
along with Peel 
Police, to identify 
the suspect 

On Oct. 29, the 
17 year-old sus- 
pect was arrested 
and charged with 
multiple offences, 
including access- 
ing, possessing 
and making child 
pornography 
available. 

The suspect ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court for a 
bail hearing on 
Oct. 30. 

Anyone with in- 
formation re- 
garding the case 
is asked to call 
Peel Police’s In- 
ternet Child Ex- 
ploitation Unit at 
(905) 453-2121. 
ext. 3490. 
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Upgraded transit hub opens in busy Mississauga corridor 


by Alex Gregory 

One of Missis- 
sauga’s _ busiest 
transit corridors 
now boasts a new 
hub for com- 
muters to use, as 
the province offi- 
cially opened the 
upgraded 
Cooksville GO 
Station on Tues- 
day. 

Representatives 
hosted a_ virtual 
opening ceremony 
to highlight the 
new facility, 
which bosts a six- 
storey parking 
garage, re- 
designed station 
hub and_= glass 
pavilion and will 
play a key linch- 
pin in the region’s 
connectivity via 
three major tran- 
sit lines, including 
the forthcoming 
Hurontaro LRT 
project. 

"As one of Mis- 
sissauga's busiest 
transit hubs, 
Cooksville GO 


Station provides a 
vital link in Peel 
Region," said As- 
sociate Minister 
of Transportation 
Kinga Surma, who 
spoke during the 
event. "By con- 
necting the com- 
munities of 
Mississauga, 
Brampton and 
Caledon, our gov- 
ernment is help- 


ing connect more 
people to housing, 
jobs and opportu- 
nities, supporting 
future economic 
growth across the 


region." 
The project, 
which started 


construction in 
late 2017 and was 
built by EllisDon 
Infrastructure via 
a $128.4 million- 


dollar contract, 
boasts more than 
750 new parking 
arc accessible 
parking options, 
new bus bays for 
local and regional 
transit and up- 
graded pedestrian 
tunnels that pro- 
vide access to 


platforms. 
The project is 
part of a $143 bil- 


lion investment 
the province will 
make over the 
next decade to 
support infra- 
structure develop- 
ment, as outlined 
in the province’s 
official budget, re- 
leased last week. 
"This is great 
news for 
Cooksville and for 
those who reside 


in the Mississauga 
area... the rede- 
veloped 
Cooksville GO will 
be a key transit 
hub and a base to 
travel across Peel, 


Halton and 
Toronto,” said 
Mississauga East- 
Cooksville MPP 


Kaleed Rasheed. 


City invites residents to weigh in on new corporation 


The City of 
Brampton an- 
nounced plans 
Wednesda to 
host a public con- 
sultation period 
regarding the po- 
tential creation of 
a new Municipal 
Development 
Corporation 
(MDC). 

The City said 
Tuesday that resi- 
dents can bhatt 
in online on the 
creation of an 
MDC, which 
would act as a real 
estate corporation 
within the city, 
with a_ specific 
focus of acquiring, 
assembling, de- 


and sell- 
and as- 


velopin 
ing lan 
sets. 

The MDC would 
be a_ wholly- 
owned corpora- 
tion of the city, 
and all revenue 
generated by the 
MDC would be al- 
located back to 
the city in the 
form of dividends. 

In a statement, 
the city said the 
rationale for the 
creation of an 
MDC includes: 

- Opportunities 
to achieve a 
broader set of 
municipal objec- 
tives (such as 
being able to offer 


land to key em- 

loyers to stimu- 
ate specific 
economic sec- 
tors); 

- Separation of 
statutory ap- 
poe responsi- 

ilities; 

- Ability to exe- 
cute agreements; 

- Cost-effective 
and __ profitable; 
and 

- Supports the 
ability to attract 


expertise. 

Residents can 
ive their feed- 
ack about the 


proposal for the 
MDC at bramp- 
tonmdce.ca_ until 
Nov. 25. 
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New buses, post-secondary funding, incubators key in budget 


Budget delibera- 
tions begin later 
this month in 
Brampton, as the 
city will seek to ad- 
vance key commu- 
nity initiatives and 
projects while bal- 
ancing property 
tax increases and 
protect residents 
during the ongo- 
ing COVID-19 
pandemic. 

A proposed 0.9 
per cent tax in- 
crease (average of 
$120 per house- 
hold) forms the 
basis of the pro- 
posed 2021 
budget, unveiled 


late last week b 
the city, whic 
outlines a host of 
new projects the 
city will invest in 
over the coming 
year - chief amon 
them transit an 
capital projects. 
Aplanned $175 
million will be in- 
vested towards a 
third transit main- 
tenance and stor- 
age to meet future 
growth in the city, 
along with eight 
replacement buses 
and 40 new transit 
shelters for 
Brampton Transit, 
along with a fur- 


ther $31 million 


earmarked to- 
wards capital 
works projects 
(roads, _ bridges 
and sidewalks). 
New projects 
geared towards 
community sports, 
entrepreneurial 


endeavors and in- 
novation were also 
outlined in Fri- 
day’s budget, in- 
cluding a new Fire 
Community Safety 
program, $2.4 mil- 
lion to expand Al- 
goma University’s 
presence and pro- 
grams in the 
downtown core, 


and the creation of 
an affordable 
housing — strategy 
within the city. 
Budget delibera- 
tions will begin the 
week of Nov. 23, 
with a final Budget 
approval set for 7 
p.m. on Dec. 9. 
Residents can 
participate by call- 
ing the city at 311 
to provide their 
input, emailing 
questions or com- 
ments to the city at 
budget @bramp- 
ton.ca, or partici- 
pating in one of 
several Tele Town 
Hall meetings to 


discuss the pro- 
posed increases 
and programs. 
“Approaching 
the 2021 proposed 
budget during a 
pandemic has 
given us new per- 
spectives on prior- 
itizing the health 
and safety of our 
community, eco- 
nomic recovery 
through an inno- 
vation lens, and 
operational _ effi- 
ciency<” said the 
city’s chief admin- 
istrative officer, 
David Barrick. 
“We must focus on 
both critical com- 


munity support 
through the pan- 
demic and (priori- 
ties) for continued 
success in our 
community. The 
city is committed 
to holding open 


and transparent 
budget discussions 
and encourages 


input from Bramp- 
ton residents in 
this important 
city-building 
process.” 

Budget high- 
lights and the full 
Budget proposal 
are posted at 
brampton.ca/bud- 
get. 


Peel Paramedics celebrate completion of “drone” project 


That noise you 
hear in the air 
may just be help- 
ing to save a life. 

Drone Delivery 
Canada (DDC) 
Corporation an- 
nounced this week 
that it has suc- 
cessfully com- 
pleted the third 
phase of testing 
for its “On The 
Fly” drone project, 
which would see 
drones drop auto- 
mated __ external 
defibrillators 
(AED) to by- 
standers who can 
use them to re- 
cusitate a patient 
in cardiac arrest. 

The project, 
which saw the cor- 
poration team 
with Peel Para- 
medics and the 
Sunnybrook Cen- 
tre for Prehospital 
Medicine, com- 
pleted the testing 
forthe third phase 
last week, using 
untrained by- 
standers to re- 
trieve and use the 
AED devices on 
simulated cardiac 
arrest patients.. 

Response time to 
drop, retrieve and 
apply an AED, and 
physiological and 
es here 

uman factors in a 


stressful situation 
were measured 
during the testing. 

Simulated 911 
call locations were 
electronically sent 
to the corpora- 
tion's Operations 
Control Centre in 
Vaughan for the 
drone launch, 
with a Sparrow- 
model drone fly- 
ing automatically 
from a Peel Para- 
medic station in 
Caledon to a tar- 
get destination 
and back. 

Compared to a 
land-based _ vehi- 
cle, the AED 
drone had a 
shorter travel 
time, a major fac- 
tor in responding 
to a cardiac arrest. 

The testing vali- 
dated that using 
the corporation’s 
drone ___ delivery 
platform with 
cargo drop func- 
tionality may re- 
duce response 
time to cardiac ar- 
rest patients in the 
field while being 
utilized by lay re- 
sponders, said its 
CEO. 

"This partner- 
ship between 
DDC, Peel Para- 
medics and Sun- 
nybrook Centre 


for Prehospital 
Medicine is 
groundbreaking,” 
said DDC’s 
Michael Zahra. 
“This innovative 
program utilizes 
DDC's proprietary 
drone logistics 
platform to de- 
liver rapid first re- 
sponder 
technology via 
DDC's Sparrow 
drone with the 
goal to reduce re- 


sponse time and 
potentially save 
lives. The new as- 
pects tested in 
Phase Three fur- 
ther demonstrate 
the viability of our 
solution. “ 

Dr. Sheldon 
Cheskes, an Asso- 
ciate Professor at 
the Department of 
Family and Com- 
munity Medicine, 
University of 
Toronto and the 


principal investi- 
gator of the 'AED 
on the Fly' Pilot 
Research program 
commented that, 
"Phase Three al- 
lowed us to con- 
tinue our progress 
towards _imple- 
menting drone 
technology to im- 
prove outcomes 
from rural and re- 
mote cardiac ar- 
rest. Working with 
lay responders, we 


continued our 
simulated cardiac 
arrest scenarios 
and optimized the 
ease of use of an 
AED delivered by 
drone _ through 
‘real time feed- 
back' to lay re- 
sponders as well 
as performing 
night flights to en- 
sure 24/7 capabil- 
ity of this unique 
AED solution." 


/ > ni > 
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MDA taps Suchan as new Geointelligence VP 


Brampton’s 
MDA announced 
Monday that it 
has tapped Dr. 
Minda Suchan as 
its new Vice Pres- 
ident, Geointelli- 
gence, effective 
immediately. 

Suchan, who has 
an established 
track record in the 
U.S. intelligence 
and defence com- 
munity, will helm 
the company’s 
Geointelligence 
business business 
area activity, the 
corporation said 
in a statement. 

“With her im- 
pressive creden- 
tials in the 
intelligence com- 
munity spanning 
engineering, sales 
and business de- 
velopment, strate- 
gic growth 
initiatives and ac- 
quisitions, 
(Suchan) will be 
instrumental in 


positioning our 
geointelligence 
business to 
achieve _ strong 
foe particu- 
arly in the global 
Earth observation 
and analytics sec- 
tor,” said MDA’s 
CEO, Mike Green- 
ley. “We look for- 
ward to Minda's 
engagement with 
our workforce and 
broad customer 
community." 
Suchan carries 
experience in 
technology port- 
folio investments, 
engineering man- 
agement, program 
execution, strat- 
egy and business 
development, and 


acquisition inte- 
gration, while 
leveraging inno- 
vative technolo- 
gies such as 
artificial intelli- 
gence. 


Between 2001- 
2011, Suchan held 


a number of roles 
within the Space 
and Airborne Sys- 


tems group at 
Raytheon Com- 
pany, beginning 


as a senior physics 
engineer special- 
izing in novel 
electro-optical 
sensors, serving 
as National Re- 
connaissance Of- 
fice (NRO) 
Technology Fel- 
low at various 
government sites, 
and holding pro- 
gressively senior 
positions in busi- 
ness development 
and strategy in 
the area of radar, 
EO/IR and 
emerging intelli- 
gence solutions. 
She also helmed 
new business op- 
erations in the In- 
telligence, 
Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance 
division at ITT 
Exelis between 


2011-2014, and 
helped coordinate 
a multifunctional 
team involving 
advocacy, Sore 
ning an ana ysis, 
strategic opera- 
tions, corporate 
strategy, invest- 
ment innovation 
development and 
marketing com- 
munications. 

Following Exelis' 
acquisition by 
Harris Corpora- 
tion in 2015, 
Suchan served as 
executive director 
of Geospatial 
Government Sys- 
tems and Vice 
President of Strat- 
egy, Business De- 
velopment & 
Technology. 

The high-tech 
company on Air- 
port Rd. near 
Williams Parkway 
is one of the 
Flower City's 
biggest private 
employers... Its 


predecessor com- 
pany, Spar Aero- 
space, developed 
the iconic 
Canadarm and 
other robotic 
technologies used 
on the Space 


Shuttle missions 


and on the Inter- 
national Space 
Station, where 
Canadian robots 
operate the sta- 
tion and resupply 
astronauts on 
board. 


Designers wanted as city opens annual awards competition 


Nominations 
are now open 
for Missis- 
sauga’s biggest 
urban design 
competition. 

Residents can 
nominate a 
worthy Missis- 
sauga architect, 
planner, profe- 
sional artist, 
engineer or de- 
veloper durin 
the city’s 36t 
annual Urban 
Design Awards 


competition, 
which will ac- 
cept submis- 


sions from the 
public through 
the end of Apr. 
2021. 


The awards, 
which have 
been hosted 
since 1981, rec- 
ognize excel- 
lence and 


innovation in 


the city through 
a variety of cat- 
egories, includ- 
ing Urban 
Elements, Pri- 
vate and Public 
Projects. 
Projects must 
be located 
within the city 
and completed 
by the time of 
submission. 
Winners will 
be selected by a 
uy of mem- 
ers from the 
rofessional 
esign commu- 
nity and a rep- 
resentative 


from  Missis- 
sauga City 
Council. For 


more informa- 
tion on submis- 
sions, please 
email urban.de- 
sign@missis- 
sauga.ca. 
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Region launches Outreach Team to help tackle homelessness 


The Region of 
Peel announced 
this week that it 
has expanded its 
Peel Outreach 
Team services to 
help get people 
experiencing 
homelessness out 
of the cold and on 
a path to long- 
term housing. 

New services in- 
clude a new mo- 


bile health clinic, 


a second mobile 
outreach team 
van, expanded 
service hours and 
additional on-lo- 
cation supports. 
The Peel Out- 
reach Team con- 
sists of both a 
4/7 Street 
Helpline and mo- 
bile Street Out- 
reach teams who 
provide on-loca- 
tion = supports. 


FREE Online Art 
Workshops for South 
Asian Seniors In: 


- MUSIC 


- DANCE 


- VISUAL 
ARTS 


Services provided 
include access to 
shelter, COVID- 
19 prevention 
services, certain 
medical services 
and urgent sup- 
plies (e.g. food, 
clothes and blan- 
kets). 

The Street Out- 
reach team also 
connects people 
in need to other 
supportive pro- 


grams, including 
mental health, 
addiction and 
employment 
services. 

The Peel Out- 
reach Team pro- 
gram is funded 
by the Region of 
Peel and run by 
the Canadian 
Mental Health 
Association 
(CMHA), the Re- 
gion said in a 


” 


statement Mon- 
day. 

Services now in- 
clude: 

- 24/7 support 
via the Street 
Helpline number: 
1-877-848-8481 

- Two mobile 
vans with out- 
reach teams de- 
livering 
on-location sup- 
ports 

- A mobile 
health clinic pro- 
viding on-loca- 
tion wound care, 
COVID-19 _ sup- 
ports and virtual 
consultations 
with medical 
practitioners 


- Extended 
Street Outreach 
hours; services 
are available 


daily from 8 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m. and 6 


- 10 p.m. 

The Street 
Helpline also 
supports resi- 


dents who are 
concerned about 
others. Residents 
can call 1-877- 
848-8481 if they 
are worried 


someone is in ur- 


gent need of 
homelessness 
supports. 


“The Peel Out- 
reach Team plays 
a critical role 
connecting the 
homeless to sup- 
portive services,” 
said Aileen Baird, 
Director of Hous- 
ing Services. 
“During the pan- 
demic, this work 
has taken on an 
even greater level 
of urgency as 
their role ex- 
pands to include 
COVID-19 health 
screenings, pan- 
demic education 
and referrals to 
our isolation and 
recovery centres. 
Expanding — the 
program will help 
more of our most 
vulnerable resi- 
dents stay safe 
and get housed.” 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
peelregion.ca/en 
dhomelessness. 
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MISSISSAUGA | 
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2020 Business Awards 
of Excellence 


11 CATEGORIES 


Submit your nomination online at: 


mbot.com/awards 


Winners Announced at Awards Reception on November 12, 2020 
For details, contact Mississauga Board of Trade at 905.273.6151 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Winter Lights Festival brings a flurry of holiday spirit! 


Don your 
favourite holiday 
sweater and get 
into the holiday 
spirit online and 
in downtown 
Brampton with 
the annual Winter 
Lights Festival 
from Friday, Nov. 
20 to Sunday, 
Nov. 22! 

This year’s festi- 
val will look dif- 
ferent due to 
COVID-19, with 
in-person and vir- 
tual events, as 
community health 
and safety are the 
City’s priority. 

City staff have 
worked diligently 
and creatively to 
bring the 2020 
Winter Lights 
Festival to life 
with both in-per- 
son and _ virtual 
events, says chief 


administrative of- 
ficer David Bar- 
rick. “Be sure to 
practice health 
and safety meas- 
ures as you expe- 
rience the 
in-person events, 
and cozy up to the 
virtual events 
from the comfort 
of your own 
home!” 

This year’s fes- 
tivities include a 
new Drive-Thru 
Light Experience, 
which will take 
place in Gage Park 
from 6 - 10 p.m. 
on Nov. 20, 21 and 
29, 

Drive through 
Gage Park and see 
it shine with more 
light installations 
than ever before 
at the Drive-Thru 
Light Experience 
all weekend long! 


Registration is re- 
quired to partici- 
pate. 

A special Christ- 
mas Market will 
also be hosted in 
Ken Whillans 
Square on Nov. 20 
(4-10 p.m.), Nov. 
21 (11 a.m. - 11 
p.m.) and Nov. 22 
(41 a.m. - 8 p.m.). 

Residents can 
start their holiday 
shopping at this 
year’s outdoor 
Christmas Mar- 
ket, complete with 
unique gifts and 
sweet treats. The 
first 50 attendees 
each day will re- 
ceive a $10 Down- 
town BIA. gift 
certificate as a 
door crasher 
prize. 

The market will 
follow Peel Public 
Health guidelines 


“Brampton’s tree lighting ceremony, seenshere in 


2019, will go online-only this year due to 


COVID-19 


restrictions. (PWN File Photo) 
red 


— visitors will be 
required to wear a 
mask, __ practice 
physical distanc- 
ing where possi- 
ble, and maintain 
good hygiene. 

The annual Tree 
Lighting = Cere- 
mony will take 
place online this 
year, on Nov. 20 
at 5:30 p.m. 

This year, resi- 
dents can visit 
brampton.ca/win- 
terlights at 5:30 
pm for a video 
countdown with 


Mayor Patrick 
Brown to light 
over 10,000 


Christmas lights 
on the City’s 60- 
foot spruce tree in 
Ken Whillans 
Square. There will 
be no in-person 
event this year. 
The Brampton 


—o- 


Santa Claus Pa- 
rade, presented by 
the Rotary Club of 
Brampton, will 
take place online 
this year. 

For the first time 
ever, residents can 
enjoy a special on- 
line presentation 
starting at 5 p.m. 
on Nov. 21 at the 
Brampton Santa 
Claus Parade 
Facebook page. 

The presentation 
features high- 
lights from past 
years and new 
footage of Santa 
as he _ travels 
through Bramp- 
ton! There will be 
no in-person 
event this year. 

Visit brampton- 
santaclauspa- 
rade.com for more 
information. 

“This year’s 


Winter Lights 
Festival is going to 
be a unique and 
festive experience 
for all. You can see 
the City’s Annual 
Tree Lighting on- 
line, and watch 
the Santa Claus 
Parade from the 
comfort of your 
home this year. 
And, you can drive 
through Gage 
Park lit up like 
never before and 
enjoy the Christ- 
mas Market!” said 
Wards 1 & 5 Re- 
gional Councillor 
Paul Vicente. 

For more infor- 
mation on_ all 
events, and online 
activities for fami- 
lies all weekend 
long, visit bramp- 
ton.ca/win- 
terlights. 


While the Peel 
Art Gallery, Mu- 
seum and 
Archives (PAMA) 
facilities remain 
closed due to 


COVID-19,_ the 
facility an- 
nounced this 


week that it has 
partnered with 
Museums of Mis- 
sissauga on anew 
online project. 
The Our Boys 
virtual exhibi- 
tion, which docu- 
ments Peel 
soldiers who 
served in the 
First World War, 
launched Nov. 
10, one day be- 
fore Remem- 
brance Day. 
Alongside this 
new virtual exhi- 
bition, PAMA will 
offer a series of 
virtual programs 
and activities to 
help you remem- 
ber and reflect on 
the sacrifices of 
our Canadian he- 


roes. 
To commemo- 
rate 100 years 


since the begin- 
ning of World 
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War I, Heritage 
Mississauga doc- 
umented soldiers 
from Mississauga 
who served and 
were killed in the 
war. These sol- 
diers are remem- 
bered on 
Heritage Missis- 
sauga's Virtual 
War Memorial 
and presented in 
this exhibition, 
which is on dis- 
play throughout 
the Region of 
Peel. 

PAMA part- 
nered with Muse- 
ums of 
Mississauga, the 


Museum and 
Archives’ Polish 
Armed Forces in 
Memory of 


Boleslaw Orlin- 
ski, and Heritage 
Mississauga to 
honour local sol- 
diers who served 
in the First World 
War. 

Created in part- 
nership with the 
Museums of Mis- 
sissauga to com- 
plement their 
current exhibits: 

PAMA will also 


—e— 


virtually welcome 
award-winning 
actor, producer, 
and director, An- 
thony Sherwood, 
who pays to trib- 
ute African- 
Canadian history 
with his award- 
winning docud- 
rama, Honour 
Before Glory. His 
accomplishments 
in documentary 
filmmaking, pas- 
sion for social 
justice and 

uman rights is- 
sues have won 
him numerous 
national and in- 
ternational 
awards. 

On Nov. 12, An- 
thony will speak 
about how his 
unique family 
history and per- 
sonal _ relation- 
ship _to this 
special pole 
brought history 
to life with the 
film. 

He will discuss 
the trials and 
tribulations in 
making the film 
and how the doc- 
umentary has im- 
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Art Gallery Unveils Exhibition on Fallen Heroes 


pacted communi- 
ties across 
Canada and 
abroad. The talk 
will be hosted on 
Microsoft Teams. 
A link to attend 
will be sent the 
week of the work- 
shop. 
Remembrance 
Day offers an op- 
ee to re- 
ect on the 


sacrifices of those 
who served for 
our freedom. 

On Nov. 18, par- 
ticipants can join 
Senior Archivist 
Kyle Neill as he 


explores some of 
these stories 
through records 
held by the Peel 
Archives, includ- 
ing some recent 
donations that 
have yet to be 
made available to 
researchers. 
Some of the 
treasures that 
will be discussed 
include a First 
World War sol- 
dier’s notebook, 
service cards doc- 
umenting Peel 
residents who 
fought in the Sec- 
ond World War, 


Photo Courtesy of PAMA 


and _ behind-the- 
scenes photo- 
aopas taken in 
the 1950s at the 
AVRO complex in 
Malton. 

This program 
will be hosted 
through Mi- 
croso{ft Teams. A 
link to attend will 
be sent the week 
of the workshop. 

For more infor- 
mation on the ex- 
hibits and virtual 
events, visit 
pama.peelre- 
gion.ca. 


Special Guest Submission - “Boy” 


by Corrine Clark 
The following sub- 
mission was made 
on behalf of Missis- 
sauga writer Cor- 
rine Clark, and has 
been published in 
the British literary 
magazine “Storgy”: 


Some folk said 
Uriah Bleakness 
would do the devil 
proud, should the 
devil ever stoop so 
low. 

Bleakness—Lord 
Bleakness, he’d 
grown fond of calling 
himself—owned a 
gloomy curio shop at 
the junction of 
Pinchin Road and 
Back Church Lane in 
the bustling parish 
of Whitechapel. 

The merchandise 
he sold was of a most 


Unextraordinary 
Character, useless to 
anyone but the dust- 
man despite the 
peeling sign above 
the door that read: 
Everything You 
Could Ever Want or 
Need, and squeezed 
in at the bottom in 
tiny, dim letters (and 
on a considerable 
slant) Quality Gar- 
ran-teed. 

But passersby 
couldn’t see through 
the windows no mat- 
ter how closely they 
leaned in, for the 
mullioned glass was 
dark under a layer of 
smog and soot—the 
crud so thick that 
someone had 
scratched the word 
poo in it, though in- 
side the shop it read 


oop. 

Bleakness boasted 
that he sold outside 
and inside clothes; 
second, third, and 
fourth-hand thinga- 
majigs, and whats- 
its that were so fine 
only the Queen had 
their like. 

He kept the lamps 
low when showing 
things like old petti- 
coats, broken chairs, 
or cast-off tableware 
(it isn’t rust, sir, but 
a rare copper from 
India. No, no, miss. 
Not a stain, just part 
of the lovely pat- 
tern). 

He took in a small 
boy, whom he called 


Boy, to hammer 
dents out of beaten 
tankards and 


teapots; affix tin over 


holes in buckets and 
kettles; and embel- 
lish brooches, coins, 
and —_s spoons-and- 
things with gold 
paint (which scraped 
off with the applica- 
tion of a fingernail). 

Paste jewels glim- 
mered half-heartedly 
from shadowy boxes, 
but Bleakness as- 
sured the customers 
they were rare jewels 
indeed—arrived only 
a week ago from 
Java. 

“They sparkle bril- 
liantly in the sun,” he 
oozed. “In fact, the 
open space at Leices- 
ter Square—three 
miles away—is the 
best spot to view 
such precious mer- 
chandise.” And he 
might cough on it, 


—o- 


and rub the gem’s 
surface, pretending 
it dazzled all the 
more with that extra 
bit of care. 

Bleakness nipped 
coins and plucked 
jewels from their set- 
tings to replace with 
glass. He dismantled 
candlesticks and 
sold their parts as 
“Arabian treasures”; 
melted down silver 
stolen by wretched 
urchins who had 
come to rely on him 
for a meagre crust 
should they deliver 
an object of especial 
value. 

On a Monday that 
at first seemed like 
any other Monday, 
Bleakness unbolted 
the shop door and 
ordered Boy _ to 


sweep the stoop. But 
as Boy emerged from 
the dim interior of 
Everything You 
Could Ever Want or 
Need, a man ina fine 
wool coat pushed 
past him, asking— 
quite desperately, 
Bleakness noticed— 
for a Sneezy-Wipe. 
Bleakness _ blinked 
his damp eyes. 
“Why, I’ve many 
sorts of wipes,” he 
said, in his smooth 
voice. “The finest 
wipes there are.” (He 
was always laying it 
on thick with his cus- 
tomers.) “Do you like 
blue?” The edges of 


his lips curled 
halfway up his 
cheeks. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Special Guest Submission - “Boy” 


Continued from Last Page 


“The colour doesn’t 
matter; any Sneezy- 


Wipe will do.” 
“Ah, then allow me.” 
Bleakness put his 


hand to a drawer 
jammed squint-ways 
in its slot. He pounded 
it with his fist and 
wrenched it free, 
never taking his eyes 
off the customer’s (for 
he had learned such a 
tactic made him ap- 
pear trustworthy). He 
riffled through the 
bric-a-brac, then with 
the flourish of a stage 
magician, withdrew a 
blue handkerchief and 
gave it a shake to get 
the dust off. “This is 
my finest wipe.” 

The man squinted at 
it. “That’s a wiper, 
right enough,” he said. 
“But it’s not a Sneezy- 
Wipe.” 

Bleakness frowned. 
“I assure you this is a 
Sneezy-Wipe.” 

“No,” the customer 
insisted. “A wiper’s for 
wipin’ your nose. A 
Sneezy-Wipe is for 
wipin’ sneezes.” 

“Why, they're the 
same thing,” Bleak- 
ness argued, shaking 
it again to liven it up. 

“No, they’re not. Be- 
sides, your wiper’s got 
a hole in it.” 

“To allow one to 
breathe through it.” 

The customer shook 
his head. Boy sat in 
the corner, watching 
the exchange silently. 

“Have you any Face- 
Hats, then?” The man 
seemed impatient. 

“Face-Hats?” Bleak- 
ness kept his voice po- 
lite. 

“Yes, to prevent the 
Mee-azma.” 

“Mee-azma,” Bleak- 
ness murmured. What 
newfangled thing was 
this? He would sooner 
chop off a finger than 


admit he hadn’t heard 
of it. 

“Boy!” —_ Bleakness 
barked. “Where are 


the Face-Hats?” 

Boy frowned. “We 
haven’t got any, Lord 
Bleakness.” 

“Well,” Bleakness 
purred to his cus- 
tomer. “I may not 
have a Face-Hat, but I 
stock all sorts of hats. 
You can have Boy’s 
hat if you like it.” 


Boy frowned again 
and touched the brim 
of his cap. He decided 
to speak up. “A Face- 
Hat ain’t a regular hat. 
It goes on your face, 
so you don’t breathe 
in the Mee-azma.” 

His master’s eye- 
brows knit together. 
“Breathe it in? How 
small is this Mee- 
azma? Ah, or is it like 
tobacco smoke?” 

“Tt’s what’s makin’ 
everyone sick,” the 
man said. “Don’t you 
read the papers?” 

“Of course,” Bleak- 
ness said smoothly 
(though he made it a 


practice not to read 
anything that might 
be true). “I under- 
stand you now. It’s 
only that I know this 
illness as Amza-eem.” 
There was that thin 
smile again. “As de- 
scribed by the Daily 
Whats-its Paper of 
London and Its Envi- 
rons.” 

The man _ scowled. 
“That’s not a newspa- 
per.” 

“It most certainly 
is.” 

“It most certainly is 
not.” 

“Then I must have 
meant The Times.” 
Bleakness cleared his 
throat. “In any event, 
I will have the Wipey- 
Hats and _ Sneezy- 
Things by tomorrow. 
Piles of them. In every 
colour.” He leaned 
across the counter to 
seem companionable. 

The man_ stepped 
away. “Don’t breathe 
on me, you might 
have it.” 

“Have what?” 

“The Mee-azma!” 

“My apologies.” 
Bleakness thought the 
man sounded _irra- 


tional, but he took a 
step back. A sneeze 
tickled his nostrils. He 
clamped his lips to- 
gether to stop it. 

The customer 
drummed his fingers 
on the countertop. 
“Have you got Finger- 
Sleeves? Or a bottle of 
Cleaning Elixir?” 

“Yes,” Bleakness 
said, brightly. 

“No,” Boy said. 

Bleakness glowered. 
“I have fingers, and 
sleeves, and many 
elixirs—” 

“Never mind,” the 
man said. “Ill get 
them elsewhere.” 


“Come back Friday!” 
Bleakness called, as 
the man strode out of 
his shop. “You shan’t 
be disappointed!” 

The door closed but 
the bell above it didn’t 
ring, as it had lost its 
clapper six months 
ago. 
“Boy!” —_ Bleakness 
wheeled on his assis- 
tant. If he had been 
wearing a dark cape, it 
would have swirled 
around him. “Why 
didn’t you tell me of 
this Meezma?” 

“Mee-azma, Lord 
Bleakness.” Boy set 
aside the broken china 
dog he was gluing 
back together. “I 
thought you knew; 
everyone’s talkin’ 
about it. It comes 
from the stink of the 
Thames, and it’s mak- 
ing folk sick. There’s a 
clamourin’ for 
Sneezy-Wipes, Face- 
Hats, and _ Finger- 
Sleeves. Not to 
mention the Cleaning 
Elixir.” 

“And those things 
protect against the... 
sickness?” 

“Some folk say they 


do.” 

“We must acquire as 
many of them as pos- 
sible.” Bleakness 
tugged his top hat 
upon his head and 
bundled himself in the 
black fur he had Boy 
pinch from a second- 
hand clothes dealer. 

“Get your warm 
coat, Boy.” 

Scraping the bottom 
of his cash box, Bleak- 
ness filled a small bag 
with coins. He shook 
it to hear them jingle, 
for he liked the sound, 
then slouched out of 
his shop with Boy at 
his heels. “It’s early 


yet, Boy,” he said. “We 


shall snap up all the 
merchandise we can 
find.” 

As they rounded the 
corner at the top of 
the street, they came 
upon a _ newsboy 
nearly hoarse with 
shouting the day’s 
headlines. 

“Meeeazmah!” The 
boy yelled. “Read all 
about it! Twenty-two 
fresh cases in the ‘eart 
of Whitechapel!” 

Bleakness marched 
up behind him and 
plucked a paper from 
the top of the pile at 
the newsboy’s feet. He 
rattled it open and 
scanned the pages. 

“Oi!” The boy 
snatched the paper 
back. “That'll cost ya a 
shillin’. The news ain’t 
free.” 

“Well it should be.” 

“Well it isn’t.” 

Bleakness pressed 
his lips together. “I 
shall only glance at 
the front page, then. 
Just to get a flavour of 
the news. The Hat- 
Faces, Wipey-Things, 
and such.” 

The newsboy held 


—o- 


out of 
reach. 


the paper 
Bleakness’ 
“Fuck off.” 

Bleakness hardly 
blinked an eye, for 
better people had said 
worse things to him 
and he had deserved it 
too. “I hope you catch 
this—Meezma,” he 
growled. 

For the next six 
hours, Bleakness and 
Boy visited every shop 
and market within 
walking distance. 
They bought all the 
Sneezy-Wipes, Face- 
Hats, and Finger- 
Sleeves they could 
find, not to mention 


the Cleaning Elixir. 
Bleakness handed 
over every coin in his 
bag, and the ones in 
Boy’s pockets too. At 
the end of the day, 
Boys arms were 
loaded with supplies, 
and what didn’t fit in 
his arms had been 
stuffed down his 
pants and up his shirt. 
(Bleakness used Boy 
instead of a packhorse 
or donkey due to the 
prohibitive cost of 
renting such a beast.) 
Boy was exhausted 
by the time the pair 
staggered back to 
Everything You Could 
Ever Want or Need— 
and thanks to the 
things crammed into 
his pants—forced to 
walk straight-legged. 
Bleakness unlocked 
the door and had Boy 
dump the merchan- 
dise on the counter: 
several minutes later 
he was still yanking 
Face-Hats from his 
sleeve like a magician 
with a_ string of 
coloured scarves. 
Now and_ then 
Bleakness _ sneezed. 
Boy looked at him 


sideways. “You all 
right, Sir? Lord Bleak- 
ness?” 

“Of course. 
better.” 

“Maybe you should 
use a Sneezy-Wipe.” 

Bleakness consid- 
ered using a Sneezy- 
Wipe, then reselling 
it. But how would it 
look, Lord Bleakness 
needing a Sneezy- 
Wipe! If another 
sneeze tickled him, he 
would sacrifice one— 
he had loads of them, 
after all. “I do not 
need a Sneezy-Wipe, 
Boy. I have a capital 
constitution.” 

Bleakness held up a 
lantern to examine his 
new stock, then 
rubbed his hands to- 
gether and cackled as 
he piled the Mee- 
azma supplies in 
groups. He poured 
himself a sherry, to 
celebrate, and gave 
Boy a cup of beef tea, 
and his last nugget of 
cheese for supper. Boy 
yawned. 

“Don’t fall asleep on 
me now,” Bleakness 
said. “We have impor- 
tant work to do.” 

Boy thought of the 
bed of straw Bleak- 
ness had fashioned for 
him in the storeroom. 
He dreamt of the 
semi-soft pillow and 
ragged counterpane. 
He sighed. 

“Let’s see.” Bleak- 
ness picked up a Face- 
Hat. “This was a 
penny at Gradgrind’s 
was it not?” 


Never 


“Yes, Lord Bleak- 
ness.” 
“Then we will charge 


two pennies.” Bleak- 
ness took out a large 
piece of card and had 
Boy write TWO PEN- 
NEES on it. He wiped 
his nose on his sleeve. 


“The Sneezy-Wipes 
were two for a 
ha’penny, so_ those 


shall be a penny. The 
Cleaning Elixir was 
tuppence, so it shall 
be thruppence, and 
the Finger-Sleeves, a 
shilling a pair.” He 
sneezed. “Make that 
two shillings.” 


Look for the final 
part of this short 
story in next week’s 
edition of Peel Weekly 
News! 
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Artful Giving takes the stage at Alton Mill 


The village of 
Alton will put the 
joyful back into 
giving with Head- 
waters Arts’ an- 
nual juried 
holiday show, 
which runs at the 
Alton Mill Arts 
Centre in Alton 
[Caledon] through 
Jan. 3. 

From the tradi- 
tional to minimal- 
ist, or the modern 
to whimsical, and 
reimagined to eco- 
friendly gifts, 24 
members an 
guest artists have 
been busy in their 
workshops and 
studios creating 
and making a 
spectacular array 
of pieces. 

The 2020 treas- 
ure trove’ of 
unique art and 
gifts includes 
thrown and hand- 
built pottery and 
ceramics, encaus- 
tic minis and 
bowls, mixed 
media art, textile 
art pouches, 
scarves, and wall 


hangings, fine art 
in acrylics, oils, 
water colours, and 
photography 
which ranges from 
canvas prints, ren- 
dering on re- 
claimed wood, 
Giclee prints, and 
mixed-media with 
digital manipula- 
tions. Then 
choose from an 
eclectic artisan se- 
lection of jewelry, 
scarves, carved 
wooden pens, dec- 
orative boxes with 
stained glass, 
transparent 
coloured epoxy, 
spalted wood with 
a painted or lac- 
quered finish, 
wood-turned 
bowls and _plat- 
ters, Moss-art 
centerpieces and 
minis, hand- 
crafted signs, 
unique Christmas 
ornaments and 
stockings, and 
hand-painted 
glass. 

Visitors are in- 
vited to come by 
often to enjoy the 


exhibit and make 
the giving of gifts 
a celebration and 
experience as they 
browse in the 
beautiful Headwa- 
ters Arts Gallery. 

Why not head 
for the hills, far 
from those 
madding crowds, 
and put the joyous 
back into a season 
of giving, cheer, 
and goodwill? 

For general in- 
formation on the 
Headwaters Arts 
group of artists 
and the current 
shows at the 
Headwaters Arts 
Gallery, please 
call (519) 943- 


1149. 

Gallery hours 
are from Wednes- 
day — Sunday and 
holiday Mondays 
from 10 a.m. - 5 
p-m. Free park- 
ing and free ad- 
mission to the 
gallery is avail- 
able, with = all 
health protocols 
visibly posted and 
maintained. 


Best In The City Honoured at Music Awards 


The 4th annual 
Mississauga 
Music Awards 
aired virtually 


this past Satur- 
day - with some 
of the hottest up- 
and 


-coming 


artists honoured 
for their work! 
Supported by 
the City of Mis- 
sissauga’s  Cul- 
ture Division, 
Living Arts Cen- 
tre & Canadian 


Community Arts 
Initiative, this 
year boasted 13 
award categories 
& 56 nominees. 
The list of win- 
ners includes: 

Best Local Pro- 


moter: Agoria 
Productions 

Producer of the 
Year: Junia T 

Best Online 
Content: 
MichaelxCrusty 

Musician of the 
Year: William 
Leathers 

Best Live 
Artist/Band: The 
Dreamboats 

Best New 
Group: We Wan- 
der 

Best New Solo 
Artist: Dani 
Kristina 


Songwriter of 
the Year: Paul 
DeRosa 

Song of the 
Year: MAYBE 
MAY - “Through 
Your Eyes” 
Video of the 
Year: Elyse 


Saunders — “FR 
E EF” 

Album of the 
Year: Matt 
Zaddy “Be” 

Artist of 
Year: 
Dreamboats 

Fan Choice 
Awards; 
Darenots 

Each category 
was voted on by 
an industry 
panel, based on 
the judging crite- 
ria of artistic 
merit, creativity 
& impact of work. 

A very different 
process from pre- 
vious years due to 
the pandemic, the 
awards were se- 
cretly handed out 
over Zoom during 
September & Oc- 
tober with the 


The 


winners collect- 
ing their trophies 
at LAC shortly 
thereafter. 

Prize sponsors 
for 2020 included 
Canadian Music 
Week, Canadian 
Music Expo, 
CCAI, Long and 
McQuade, Metal- 
works Studios, 
Mississauga Arts 
Council & Mod- 
ern Mississauga 
Magazine con- 
tributing a vari- 
ety of prizing in 
addition to the 


award _ recogni- 
tion. 

The award cere- 
mony can be 


viewed by visiting 

the event website 

at mississauga- 

eal cas 
Ss. 


arts # CREDAT 


Cordially invites you to 
the opening of our first 
Virtual Show 


Please join us 
Thursday Dec 3rd 


RSVP to receive the Zoom link: 
contactQartsonthecredit.ca 


SAWITRI _ The- 
atre Group. will 
present the 


COVID-delayed 
but long-awaited 
Canadian pre- 
miere of Hindi 
Shorts 2020 this 
month, which runs 


online via 
livestream every 
Friday through 
Dec. 4. 


The popular se- 
ries will showcase 
five short plays, 
including “Us 
Dopahar Ki Baat” 
(That One After- 


noon); “Amma” 
(Mother); “The 
Monk”; “That 


Summer Holiday”, 
written by Uday 
Krishna and “My 
Dear Arvind” by 
Tanuj Khosla, all 
in Hindi. 
“Human 
tionships are 
strange _ threads 
that bind us, or 


rela- 
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break us; bring us 
close, or isolate us. 
In these times of 
social _ isolation 
due to COVID, we 
re-discover the im- 
portance of each of 
these relation- 
ships. Some heal, 
some help, and 
some tear asunder. 
Each play is a cele- 
bration, an intro- 
spection, a regret 
and a discovery,” 
says Shruti Shah. 
The Creative 
Team of Hindi 
Shorts 2020 con- 
sists of a team of 
directors, includ- 
ing Shruti Shah, 
the Artistic Co-Di- 
rector of SAW- 
ITRI, along with 
Raina Desai, 
Guonij a 
Chakraborty and 
Ashish Varma. 
The production 
consists of 16 ac- 
tors; some of 


eo 


whom take on 
multiple roles. 
Many of these tal- 
ented emerging 
actors are new 
generation and 
newcomers to 
Canada. 

Each _ perform- 
ance will stream 
from 8:30 - 9:30 
p-m., with the 
main presentation 
beginning at 9 
p.m. There is no 
cost for the event, 
and _ participants 
are encouraged to 
donate by visiting 
sawitri.ca/HSS20 
20. 

The = streamed 
performances will 
be made available 
on the SAWITRI 
Theatre Group 
page, located at 
facebook.com/Sa 
witriTheatre- 
Group, for two 
days after the live 
presentation. 
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Local theatre group presents “Hindi Shorts” 


New community stations open in Peel 


Downtown 
Brampton and 
Malton are now 
virtual to effec- 
tively serve 
Brampton and 


Mississauga's 
communities. 
Peel Regional 
Police announced 
this week that 
they have opened 


two community 
sub-stations. The 
Malton commu- 
nity station has 
re-opened, and in 
response to the 


unique needs of 
the citizens of 
downtown 
Brampton, _ the 
new sub-station is 
a virtual one. 
"Downtown 
Brampton and its’ 
concerns __ differ 
greatly from those 
of the Malton 
community PRP's 
response has been 
designed to meet 
the needs of the 
unique environ- 
ment presented by 
Downtown 
Brampton. Officer 
visibility and pres- 
ence in the down- 
town core was 
identified as the 
pressing commu- 
nity issue upon 
my atrival in early 
2019. Following 
meetings with 
stakeholders dur- 
ing the first few 
months of my 
tenure here, it be- 
came apparent 
that a_ greater 


—o- 


footprint by Peel 
Regional Police 
was required to 
instill confidence 
in the public and 
improve the over- 
all atmosphere in 
the downtown 
core. It is about 
people, not build- 
ings in downtown 
Brampton,” Peel 
Regional Police 
Chief Nishan Du- 
raiappah. 

The Virtual 
Community Sub 
Station has been 
designed to allow 
the public to con- 
tact and interact 
virtually with offi- 
cers during regu- 
lar business hours 
without attending 
a station. It will 
also provide direct 
access to the com- 
munication centre 
24/7. 
It has also been 
designed to give 
the officers as- 
signed to Foot Pa- 


trol and any offi- 
cer dealing with 
calls in the area to 
attend, complete 
aperwork, _ fol- 
ow-ups and take 
breaks while re- 
maining present 
in the downtown. 
The location at 
45 George Street 
South is situated 
close to Gage Park 
within the core of 
historic down- 
town Brampton. 
The interactive 
kiosk of the vir- 
tual sub-station is 
accessible to resi- 
dents, businesses 
and patrons alike 
between 9 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. to re- 
port incidents of 
concern to police. 
Examples of in- 
cidents include 
property or vehi- 
cle damage, driv- 


ing complaints, 
theft and_ lost 
property. 
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My True Life Story: A Little Boy from Mauritus to Canada 


by Vidya Gopaul 


A little boy was 
born on the island of 
Mauritius, in the dis- 
trict of Flacq many, 
many years ago. 

Little did he know 
that one day he 
would immigrate 
from a_ poverty 
stricken family to 
settle in one of the 
richest countries in 
the world, Canada. 

Yes, that boy is me, 
Vidya Gopaul. But in 
Mauritius, I am still 
called by Vasant. 

At one time in our 
lives, we were so 
poor that I did not 
know when the next 
meal was coming 
from. You had only 
one meal per day and 
hence you have to 
decide to eat at 
breakfast, noon or 
dinner time. I usually 
saved my food to eat 
at dinner time be- 
cause I could not 
sleep with an empty 
stomach. 

Talk about poverty, 
pain, suffering, men- 
tal anguish and sur- 
vival? Go no further 
than to look at my fa- 
ther's and mother's 
family life. 

At one point in our 
life, my father, 
Goorooparsad 
Gopaul, had his work 
reduced to three days 
from six days due to 
depression. My 
mother, Subaddra 
Gopaul, was so ill 
that she was bed-rid- 
den for months. 

I had to carry her 
leaning on my shoul- 
der to get to the dis- 
pensary for free 
medicines. A_ trip 
that would normally 
take five minutes it 
was taking me thirty 
to forty minutes. 

Our schooling was 
completely stopped 
because we could not 
afford school fees. I 
had to stop going to 
college for almost 
seven months and 
my future was on 
hold. 

Since my father 
was the only bread 
winner in the family 
to feed nine souls, in- 
cluding him, it was 
next to impossible to 
manage the finan- 


cials with his three- 
day's income. 

In those days, that 
amounted to fifteen 
rupees per week to 
manage the house fi- 
nancials. Therefore, 
he had to do some- 
thing to supplement 
the income. 

He then started to 
take contract works 
from sugar cane 
farmers. 

The beauty of the 
contract work was 


that you could finish 
it in less time as soon 
as possible so that 
you can move on to 
the next one. 

Hence, to help my 
father finish his work 
in less time, I used to 
go help him in the 
sugarcane fields. 
Those works mostly 
involved clearing 
new fields for new 
sugarcane _ planta- 
tion. 

Hence, I used to 
clear all the big rocks 
for him so that it 
would be very easy 
and less laborious to 
plough the land with 
his bare hands using 
hoe in order to make 
rows to plant the 
sugarcane. (I must 
have been twelve or 
thirteen years old at 
that time.) 

Then I used to help 
him spread manure 
in those rows and fi- 
nally lay the sugar- 
cane sticks. The 
faster we could finish 
the project, the faster 
we got the money 
and then move on to 
the next contract. 

At rthe age of 
seven, I used to sell 
vegetables that my 


father grew in the 
backyard on my bicy- 
cle in the neighbour- 
hood to supplement 
his income. 

In my elementary 
school, especially in 
grade six, I had a 
very mean _ school 
teacher. He would 
refuse to give me tu- 
torial sessions after 
school hours unless I 
paid him his fees. 

Since my parents 
could not afford it 


during that depres- 
sion time, I stopped 
taking tutorials for 
several months, and 
during that time, that 
teacher warned the 
other students not to 
share notes with me. 

At one point in our 
lives, a powerful cy- 
clone destroyed our 
home in front of my 
eyes. While taking 
shelter in our neigh- 
bour's house, my fa- 
ther and I could see 
how that Category 4 
cyclone ripped the 
roof of our house in 
seconds and I could 
see my bedroom be- 
coming naked. 

The next day, my 
father and I went 
miles away to collect 
the metal sheets and 
brought them back in 
order to rebuild our 
house again. We just 
rebuilt two bed- 
rooms for the entire 
family to survive the 
next few months. 

We had nothing left 
at that time and we 
had to rebuild our 
lives again, and it 
took months. You 
can see in the photo 
of our house we lived 
in after we built it 


after the cyclone - 
not so great! 

That was the last 
photo of my parents 
with me before I left 
Mauritius to come to 
Canada. 

Then we saw a sil- 
ver lining on the 
horizon. The tide was 
changing. My father 
got his six-day job 
back as a construc- 
tion supervisor. 

Things were look- 
ing bright. And then 


Pa ie 


I started my college 
again the following 
year. Since at home, I 
self taught the Form 
I in Mauritius, 
(Grade 7 equivalent 
in Canada), I was ad- 
mitted directly to 
Form II, in Mauritius 
(Grade 8 in Canada), 
after passing the en- 
trance exams for 
Form II. 

That way, I did not 
lose any year of 
schooling. 

After that, as they 
say, "It was history!" 
Education was (and 
is) very important to 
me ( I am an advo- 
cate for everyone to 
get an education), 
because I was always 
looking up to my ma- 
ternal uncles who 
were well educated. I 
just wanted to be like 
them. 

I was looking up to 
my uncle, Vinod 
Gungah, who got his 
degree in Master Of 
Education, and my 
other uncle, Mahen 
Gungah, a specialist 
doctor. 

I did not obtain as 
high a degree as 
them, but I did man- 
age to obtain my two 
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degrees in Electronic 
Engineering and 
Computer Sciences 
from University Of 
Toronto, one of the 
most prestigious uni- 
versities in the world. 
I also obtained nu- 
merous diplomas in 
Microprocessors, 
Electronic Techni- 
cian and Electronic 
circuits design. 

But growing up ina 
poor family to 
achieve that hope 


was next to impossi- 
ble. Since my par- 
ents could not afford 
to pay for the bus 
fares, I was bicycling 
everyday from home 
to Eastern College, 
Flacq. 

It was a good forty- 
five minute ride one 
way. I continued to 
study very _ hard, 
worked everyday and 
at the same time 
helped my father at 
odd jobs during the 
week. 

Several years went 
by like that I was able 
to pass Form II, III, 
IV and V, the equiva- 
lent of Grade 12 in 
Canada. But during 
my Form V, I was 
taking tutorials from 
my uncle Vinod Gun- 

ah in Rose-Hill until 

e decided to get 
married and I 
stopped. 

He was a very nice 
person and he was 
very fond of me. 

Finally, I was able 
to pass my S.C. 
(School Certificate) 
Grade 12 and went 
on to do H.S.C (High 
School Certificate), 
Grade 13. 

Soon after that, I 


decided to immigrate 
to Canada. Once I 
was given the per- 
mission to come to 
Canada from the 
Canadian Embassy 
in Nairobi, I was 
working long hours 
in order to save the 
money to purchase 
an airline ticket to 
come to Canada. 

In Canada, life was 
not that rosy either, 
because I had to 
work two jobs to save 
money to put myself 
through college and 
university. Finally, 
my hard work and 
perseverance paid 
off, namely, I ob- 
tained my two de- 
grees in Electronics 
Engineering Tech- 
nology and Com- 
puter Sciences from 
University Of 
Toronto and numer- 
ous diplomas in Elec- 
tronics. 

Once I got a suit- 
able job, I got mar- 
ried, bought a house, 
new car, had children 
and finally grand- 
kids, who made us a 
proud Dada and 
Nana. 

As my wishes 
would have it and 
being an advocate of 
education, all mem- 
bers of my family 
have university de- 
grees and that in- 
cludes engineer and 
social/family coun- 
sellors. 

In a nutshell, this is 
true story of my life. 
Otherwise, I have to 
write a book to ex- 
plain in minute de- 
tail. 

The moral of this 
story is that our lives 
are destined by the 
all-mighty. Me, com- 
ing from a poverty 
stricken family, did 
not know when the 
next meal would 
come, schooling 
stopped, to wash the 
same clothes daily in 
order to reuse them, 
no foreseen future 
and then come to set- 
tle in Canada? 

It was a miracle! 
Just follow your in- 
stincts and the rest 
will be as they say, 
"History!" 


I dont know 
about you, but I 
have known the 
Golden Rule all my 
life, and have re- 
membered to use it 
maybe not all the 
time but most of the 
time. 

The Golden Rule 
is: Do unto others 
as you would have 
them do unto you. — 
Matthew 7:13-23 

How do we want 
to be treated? Don’t 
we all want to be 
treated with kind- 
ness? At times it 
could be hard, but 
how and why do we 
fail to do just that? 

Treating others in 
a certain way also 
shows us how we 
are feeling. The 
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more difficult it is, 
the more we realize 
how we are feeling. 

Be kind for every- 
one you meet is 
fighting a_ battle 
you know nothing 
about. — Unknown 

Kindness ts a lan- 
guage that the deaf 
can hear and the 
blind can see — 
Mark Twain 

It’s important to 
make someone 
happy, and it’s im- 
portant to start 
with yourself. — 
Unknown 

Kindness _ starts 
with ourselves. If 
we are having a bad 
day, then how are 
we going to be kind 
to someone else? 

I wrote a short 


eo 


story about a father 
who had a bad day 
at the office and 
who came home 
and yelled at his 
daughter. She 
would make draw- 
ings about him and 
his arms were so 
long. After he 
shouted at her, his 
arms became 
shorter. 

Her sense of her 
father’s arms short- 
ened because her 
feelings of his love 
lessened. So simple 
how she felt after 
being yelled at. It 
does alter our feel- 
ings depending on 
how we are being 
treated. How would 
he have felt being 
yelled at by her? 
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Health and Wellness - The Golden vs. Platinum Rule 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Be the person that 
makes others feel 
special. Be known 
for your kindness 
and grace. — Un- 
known 

The Platinum 
Rule is: Treat oth- 
ers how they would 
like to be treated. 

The Golden Rule 
is to treat others the 
way you'd like to be 
treated. The Plat- 
inum Rule is to 
Treat others how 
they would like to 
be treated. — Un- 
known 

It is slightly differ- 
ent but the differ- 
ence is_ essential. 
Each of us experi- 
ences their own 
feelings and is going 
through different 
things and emo- 
tions. To treat 
everyone the same, 
would be so unfair. 
We are all different. 

Don't judge me on 
the chapter you 
walked in on. — Un- 
known 

Don't judge me 
unless you have 
looked through my 
eyes, experienced 
what I went 
through and cried 
as many tears as 
me. Until then back 
off, because you 
have no idea. — Un- 
known 

True empathy re- 


quires that you step 
outside your own 
emotions to view 
things entirely 
from the perspec- 
tive of the other 
person. — Unknown 

Anyone who has 
had children knows 
what the Platinum 
Rule is about. Each 
child feels and 
thinks differently. 
They understand 
and react differ- 
ently. 

Some need more 
guidance and love 
and others not as 
much. That is what 
you should think 
about when you act 
and respond to peo- 
ple no matter how 
long you _ have 
known them. 

I worked in an of- 
fice all my life and 
at times, some peo- 
ple treated me 
badly and _ other 
times, they made 
me feel great so I 
gave more to what I 
was doing. It makes 
a difference. 

I remember after I 
retired, one of my 
associates at work 
told me she missed 
my laugh the most 
because I used to 
make her laugh. 

If we could look 
into each_ other’s 
hearts and under- 
stand the unique 


challenges each of 
us faces, I think we 
would treat each 
other much more 
gently, with more 
love, patience, tol- 
erance, and care — 
Marvin J. Ashton 

It’s important to 
make someone 
happy, and it’s im- 
portant to start 
with yourself. — 
Unknown 

If you want to 
know —someone’s 
mind, listen to their 
words. If you want 
to know their heart, 
watch their actions. 
— Unknown 

The best thing you 
can do is treat oth- 
ers like you would 
like to be treated 
and also the way 
they want to be 
treated. 

Think how you 
would like to be 
treated before you 
treat someone with 
malice or unkind- 
ness. If you want to 
know how you 
make them feel, 
check out some tel- 
evision programs 
that have all the 
people yelling and 
accusing each other 
of doing things. Is 
that what you want? 

So, change it and 
be kind and know 
how your kindness 
feels. 


Virtual Holiday Bazaar Brings Best in Art to Peel Region 


An on-line 
medley of sea- 
sonal artful 
treasures sure to 
delight those on 
your gift list, all 

rice under 

100, arrives on- 
line this month! 

Art TrendZ will 
be hosting their 
first Virtual Hol- 
iday Bazaar this 
month, which 
will be runnin 
online throug 
Facebook Live 
through Nov. 31. 

The online 


bazaar includes a 
wide array of 
one-of-a-kind, 
artisan and 
unique gifts that 


can help you 
show your 
friends, family 


and loved ones 
how much you 
care about them, 
all priced at $100 
or less! 

The = arrange- 
ments for pay- 
ment along with 
pickup or deliv- 
ery will be per- 
sonalized for 


eacb buyer’s con- 
venience with 
each Art TrendZ 
artist’s contact 
information. 
Residents can 
meet the artists 
with an ongoing 
series of Face- 
book Live Events 
throughout the 
month as they in- 


troduce them- 
selves and 
showcase some 


of their pieces. 
Art TrendZ col- 

lective’s Face- 

book Virtual Gift 


Listings, show- 
casing each 
member artists’ 
mini-shop' with 
their contact in- 


formation, 
all be 


can 
found 


along with the 
event page by 
visiting 


face- 


book.com/events 
/ en 
53. 
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Municipalities urge caution for Diwali festivities 


With Diwali fes- 
tivities right 
around the cor- 
ner, local munici- 
palities are urging 
residents to take 
caution due to the 
ongoing COVID- 
19 pandemic. 

Earlier this 
week, representa- 
tives in Brampton 
and Caledon said 
that while they 
both recognize the 
importance of the 
annual festival, 
which begins this 
weekend, and its 
significance to the 
community, it is 
recommended 
that residents cel- 
ebrate with their 
immediate family 
members only. 

Residents are 
urged to consider 
voice or online 
video chats with 
their friends and 


neighbours, or 
watching a virtual 
fireworks display. 


Residents who 
have to meet with 
individuals  out- 


side their house- 
hold are advised 
to physically dis- 
tance and adhere 
to all COVID-19 
safety precau- 
tions, including 
wearing a mask in 
all public spaces. 

Residents who 
decide to attend 
celebrations _ in- 
person at their 
Gurdwara or 
Mandir — should 
also physically 
distance and ad- 
here to all safety 
precautions. 

In Caledon, the 
Town said Tues- 
day that the cur- 
rent Fireworks 
By-Law does not 
currently permit 


setting off fire- 
works during Di- 
wali, and_ that 
residents in the 
area that set off 
fireworks on resi- 
dential properties, 
sidewalks, streets, 
public arks, 
school yards and 
any other public 
areas, outside of 


Victoria Day and 
Canada Day, is 


prohibited and 
subject to a fine. 
Residents who 


light candles dur- 
ing the festival are 
advised not to 
pass them from 
one person to an- 
other to limit po- 
tential spread of 


the virus, and that 
residents should 
maintain all safety 
precautions when 
lighting candles in 
indoor spaces. 

In Brampton, 
Diwali is recog- 
nized as one of 
four holidays a 
year when short- 
range fireworks 


are allowed on 
private property, 
without the need 
for a permit. 

This year, short 
range _ fireworks 
are allowed on 
private property 
in Brampton on 
Saturday, Novem- 
ber 14 only. 


Council spearheads launch of new arts and culture agency 


In January, 
Brampton City 
Council endorsed 
the recommended 
organizational 
model and_ ap- 
proach to develop- 
ing an _ Arts, 
Culture and Cre- 
ative Industry De- 


velopment Agency 
in Brampton, an 
Agency focused on 
arts, culture and 
creative industry 
development 
working alongside 
the city to deliver 
the Culture Master 
Plan. 


While the first 
step in establish- 
ing the work of the 
Agency began in 
March, COVID-19 
and the declared 
state of emergency 
delayed the 
planned recruit of 
the Advisory Panel 


Chair and Senior 
Project lead. 

Staff members 
shifted focus to 
support the 
Mayor’s Business 
Support Taskforce, 
resulting in the de- 
livery of the Cul- 
ture Calls and 


Non-Profit Learn- 
ing Series, the 
launch of an Inde- 
pendent Artist 
Community of 
Learning Program, 
and the develop- 
ment and_ dis- 
bursement of the 
COVID-19 Emer- 
ency Relief Fund 
or Artists and Arts 
Organizations. 
Through this 
funding program, 
21 Brampton- 
based, non-profit 
arts organizations 
received $289,998 
in support. 
Applications to 
the Independent 
Artist Fund re- 
main open until 
Dec. 4, 2020 
The city said this 
week that it re- 
mains committed 
to the start-up and 
incubation of the 
Agency. 
Leadership in 
staffed non-profit 
organizations in 
Canada is a shared 
responsibility be- 


tween paid staff 
management and a 
volunteer board of 
directors headed 
by a board chair. 
Recruitment has 
also begun for 
both the volunteer 
Chair role, as well 
as the staff posi- 
tion of Senior Pro- 


gram Lead, the 
city said. 

Recruiting the 
roles simultane- 


ously ensures that 
work will begin ex- 
peditiously, with 
the Chair recruit- 
ing the balance of 
the Advisory Panel 
using the matrix 
outlined in the rec- 
ommendation re- 
port, and_ the 
Senior Project 
Lead preparing an 
incubation work 

lan, to success- 
ully achieve the 
service delivery re- 
quirements and 
transition mile- 
stones of the Im- 
plementation 
Plan. 


PDN November 12, 2020_Layout 1 11/12/2020 2:55 PM Page 30 


Q) Hi Sam: 
My mother is 
going to re- 


marry. I am 31 
years old, and 
she's 58. 

What should I 
do while she's 
planning her 
wedding rather 
than mine? 

A) Your situa- 


1 


tion is 
very confusing. 


really 


On the one 
hand, you have 
your mother's 
happiness and 


other hand com- 
plexities of her 
marriage at such 
a late age. 
Either you can 
raise your objec- 
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tions, or you can 
support her. 
And try to real- 
ize that it's also 
your age to get 
married and set- 
tle down. 

I have recently 
seen a new Col- 
gate advertise- 
ment, "New 
Begin with 
Smile,” where a 
woman in her 
50s introduced 
her adult chil- 
dren to her new 


husband. 
Listen, in my 
opinion, you 


should let her 
decide what she 
wants. 

If she wants to 
get married, 
then you should 
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Life Tips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


support it. 

Also, there's 
nothing wrong 
with it. She 
needs some care 
and support you 
probably think 
you can give, but 
it's not like that. 

Put yourself in 
her situation 
and think for a 
sec. What would 
you do if you 


were her? 
She's old right 
now, but she 


wants to live a 
good life again 
and not like any 
other more sen- 
ior person, sit- 
ting on a chair 
and remember- 
ing the good old 
days. 


Also, she very 
well knows what 
she is doing. 
She's coura- 
geous to make 
such a huge de- 
cision. 

Just don't care 
about society or 
relatives; their 
thoughts must 
be scaring your 
mother already. 

Instead, it's 
time for you to 
be her MOM 
and support her 
so that she can 


actually live 
again. 

After some 
time, you can 


tell her that you 
are dating your 
girlfriend and 
want to get get 


married and set- 
tle down. The 
way you stand 
for her and sup- 
port her, she 
will be happy to 
stand for you in 
turn. 

That would be 
my final advice. 

Lastly, I want 
to say your mom 
is amazing. 

Like really 
amazing!! 

Good Luck, 
stay safe and 
keep smiling! 


Submissions 
and questions 
may be sent via 
email to sam- 
jesso@yahoo.co 
m. 


PALs hold spring clean-up at Sp 


Late last month, 
local community 
volunteers for Peo- 
ple Against Litter- 
ing (PAL) combed 
through Spring 
Creek in K Section, 
to collect 48 bags of 
garbage -- a total 
weight of nearly 
600 pounds! 

"One of the things 
we do best - is ter- 
minate litter and 
trash," says Bill 
Godfey, a long time 
Brampton resident. 


The — Facebook 
group has grown 
under pandemic 


lockdown to more 
than 450 members, 
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who meet up 
(physically dis- 
tanced) nearly 


every weekend to 
take action against 
littering. 

PAL teamed up 
with Toronto and 
Region Conserva- 
tion Authority 
(TRCA) and City of 
Brampton to or- 
ganize a commu- 
nity the watershed 
clean-up, which co- 
incided with com- 
munity tree 
planting by a posse 
of volunteers for 
Project Crossroads 
urban reforestation 
initiative. 
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Brampton Ward 
7/8 Councillor 
Charmaine 
Williams was on 
hand with her fam- 
ily, to pitch in with 
residents making 
contribution _ to- 
wards the Bra- 
malea Sustainable 
Neighbourhood 
Action Plan. "Peo- 
ple of all ages and 


backgrounds are 
here," said 
Williams. 


"I'm glad to see 
Bramalea Second- 
ary School well- 
represented 
amongst the volun- 
teers." 
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The Essence of Creation - Is Art Divine? 


by Dr. Satish K. Kapoor 


“Fertilization of 
the soul is the rea- 
son for the neces- 
sity of art.” - 
Alfred North 
Whitehead,  Sci- 
ence and the Mod- 
ern World, 1925 

Art is an expres- 
sion of the divine, 
which can be seen 
and felt in exis- 
tence. Divine 
words pour out 
spontaneously and 
become scripture. 

The universe is a 
dance of energy, 
which expresses it- 
self in different 
ways, rotating on 
the axis of an in- 
comprehensible 
Supreme Being. 

Man inherits the 
faculty of creativ- 
ity from the 
Supreme creator 
and can reach Him 
by employing the 
medium of art. 
Creativity in sound 
is music; in move- 
ment, dance; in 
gestures and artic- 
ulation, drama; in 
words, literature. 

The eye of intu- 
ition is the mind of 
intellect. When the 
inner eye blinks, it 
causes vibration in 
the sphere of the 
mind, and brings 
eternity to work 
through the brain 


for interpreting 
the message. 

Higher forms of 
art stem not from 
conscious effort, 
but from empow- 
ered ability. 

Creativity 
ayes from the 
thousand-petalled 
lotus at the crown 
of the head (Sa- 
hasrara Chakra); it 
gets evolved at the 
mental plane, the 
Ajna Cakra , takes 
seat in the region 
of the heart, the 
Anahata Chakra; 
and is worked out 
by karmendriya - 
organs of human 
action, on the can- 
vas of matter. 

Occultists believe 
that the subtler 
world of a person 
which carries as- 
tral matter, 
catches vibrations 
from etheric mat- 
ter- the energy 
principle of life — 
and is converted 
into mental mat- 
ter. 

Signals received 
by the bioplasmic 
body pass through 
the medium of 
mental body 
(manomaya 
kosha), to the self 
within. 

The synergy be- 
tween outer man 


and inner man 
helps to explode 
creative atoms in 
humans. 
Devotion is a 
great force — it in- 
spires confidence, 
vivifies mental vi- 
sion and sets into 
motion psychic 
power, as can be 
seen in the life of 


mystics. 

As devotion 
deepens, it inhibits 
limited _ percep- 


tion, and makes 
one see _ the 
adorable object in 
a different light. 

The many forms 
and_ facets’ of 
Hindu deities epit- 
omizing the 
Supreme Being re- 
flect the vision of 
artists, who gave 
different forms to 
the sound-body 
(mantramaya 
deham) of cosmic 
forces, working on 
different planes of 
existence. 

When a sculptor 
can visualize, 
through his mind’s 
eye, a figure in 
stone, a poet find 
syllables in sound, 
a story-teller 
catch fables from 
air, a musician en- 
vision rhythm in 
rustling of leaves 
or in cascading 


waters, or a dancer 
can feel the danc- 
ing steps of Shiva, 
one can be sure 
that he is in unison 
with ‘nature’s finer 
forces’. 

Greater the devo- 
tion to Supreme 
Being, higher the 
level of conscious- 
ness; loftier the 
consciousness, 
greater the cre- 
ative faculty; more 
spirited the fac- 
ulty, livelier the 
creation. 

Art is an inter- 
lude between 
timelessness and 
time — a journey 
from infinity or 
zero (shunya) to 
the One, and from 
One to many. This 
is clear from the 
concept of chatuh 
shashti kala - 
sixty-four arts. 

Numerologically, 
the combination of 
six and four make 
one. From One, 
the Supreme, 
flows everything. 
Says the Athar- 
vaveda (X.8.32) : 
devasya pashya 

avyam na ma- 
mara na jiryati — 
‘Look at the Lord’s 
art that never dies 
nor decays.’ 

The reason why 
art keeps evolving 
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is that cosmic vi- 
brations in 
sonoriferous ether, 
called akasha 
tattva, permeate 
both universe and 
man in different 
hues and forms. 

When art appeals 
to the senses, it 
has both _ prithvi 
tattva and _ tejas 
tattva, the primal 
elements signify- 
ing stability and 
luminosity; when 
it elevates, it has, 
in addition, psy- 
chic or spiritual 
substance, and; 
when it fulfils, it 
has both ethereal 
and earthly as- 
pects  -—thought 
and imagination, 
instinct and intel- 
ligence, meaning 
and purpose, 
beauty and bliss. 

If music is vibra- 
tion of cosmic en- 
ergy, dance is 
vibration with 
flair, drama, the 
play of vibrations, 
an literature, 
rhythm in words 
that speak. 

The Chant is fun- 
damental to Vedic 
rituals aimed at in- 
voking divinity. 
When the notes of 
a raga are set 
ablaze, the mind 
experiences joy, 


and attains a 
higher level of 
consciousness. 

Blowing a conch 
shell, the sounding 
of bells (ghanta 
nada) and the use 
of other musical 
instruments in 
worship rituals are 
meant to invoke 
the sound-form of 
deities by means of 
sound. 

Hindus sing 
aloud the Name 
Divine so that the 
five fundamental 
elements of the 
physical universe 
— earth, water, 
fire, air and space- 
as also subhuman 
existence compris- 
ing of plants, ani- 
mals, birds and 
insects can res- 
onate with holy vi- 
brations. Art is 
divine indeed. 


Dr Satish K 
Kapoor, a former 
British Council 
Scholar, is a noted 
educationist, reli- 
gion writer and 
meditation 
teacher. His latest 
book, Hinduism: 
The Faith Eternal, 
has been _ pub- 
lished by Advaita 
Ashrama, Kolkata. 
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Streaming Radio 24 / 7 


LISTEN 
MUSIC 


Great music from the 
60’s through Today. 


Special Blues music nightly 
Murder Mystery’s overnight 


PEEL 


NEWSTALK 


Your information station 


News, business, lifestyle! Hear from our 
community leaders, politicians and more! 
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